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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

Headquarters  199th  Infantry  Brigade  (Sep)  (Light) 
APO  San  Francisco  96279 
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I 

i  SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  for  Headquartere,  199th  Infantry  Brigade 
For  Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65,  UIC  WFBDAB 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


I  1.  (C)  Section-!*  Operations*  Sjjenlflcunt-Agtlritiea 

Ssggsapfl* 

(1)  Brigadier  General  Frederic  E„  Darlson  remained  in  coanand  of  the 
Brigade  during  the  three  month  period  1  February  1969  -  30  April  1969* 

(2)  Changes  in  Command  occurred  in  the  2nd  Battalion,  3d  Infantry,  2nd 


Battalion,  40th  Artillery,  3d  Battalion,  7th  Infantry,  D  Troop,  17th  Cavalry, 

!  313th  -Signal  Company,  179th  Military  Intelligence  Dotachment,  and  Company  M 

1  (Ranger),  75th  Infantry.  Thooo  changes' are  lleted  ae  follows J 

|  name 

f 

POSITION 

IFFJPATE 

|  LTC  John  A a  Mean 

LTC  Arthur  C„  Caesolla 
l.TC  Robert  Jo  Cottey 
;  01- T  t'cul  Jo  Peterson 

err  rduard  D„  Winstead 

CIV  '"or aid  Jo  Beaman 

!  Ci  *  Jsiao 3  E0  Lewis 

1 

CO,  2nd  Battalion,  3d  Infantry 

CO,  2nd  Battalion,  40th  Artillery 

CO,  3rd  Battalion,  7th  Infantry 

00,  D  Troop,  17th  Cavalry 

CO,  31 3th  Signal  Company 

CO,  179th  Military  Intelligence  Dot 
00,  Company  M  (Ranger),  75th  Infantry 

21  Feb  69 
10  Mar  69 

5  Feb  69 
19  Mar  69 

22  Feb  69 

1  Feb  69 

27  Feb  69 

(3)  Changes  of  primary  and  special  brigade  staff  officers  were  *u.de 
ae  follows! 

;  EiSl 

POSITION 

EFF  DATE 

LTC  Roy  Jo  Herta  Jr«. 

,  LTC  Gairett  D«  Buckner  Jr. 
MaJ  Edward  Jents 

MAJ  Jack  F,  Calvert 

CPT  Daniel  H,  Lucy 

Brigade  Executive  Officer 
i  Brigade  S3 

Brigade  S4 

Brigade  Chemical  Officer 

Brigade  Provost  Marshal 

5  Feb  69 

1  Feb  69 
15  Mar  69 
. 29  Apr  69 

9  Apr  69  . 

b»  IfiaKsnal 

(l)  The  following  table  indicates  a o signed  brigade  etrengtb  as  of  30 
'■  \  1969! 
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3 
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29 

28 
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0 

0 

10 

12 

10 

12 

1 

1 

0 

0 

39 

48 

40 

49 
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(2)  During  tho  throe  month  period,  February  through  April,  the  olub 
m toa  Incurred  expenditures  of  {35,725  for  entertainment,  fixed  assets 
v'  ILe  club  system  increased  from  $87,085  to  $90,781 ,  It  is  noted  that 
‘.\t>  club  system  is  operated  on  a  fiscal  period  ending  the  25th  day  of 
c’l  month. 


(3)  lie  American  Red  Cross  processed  997  new  cases  during  the  three 
.©nth  period.  19  loans  totalling  $2,695*00  were  made  during  the  period » 

Tho  nerican  Red  Cross  allocated  $3,512*00  during  tho  period  and  received 
£669*20  in  cash  for  loan  repayments.  4  total  of  668  messages  were 
received  during  the  period  with  the  Red  Cross  sending  608  messages.  The 

irericia  Red  Gross  acted  as  a  collecting  agency  for  tho  D0D  Overseas 
'*  viM'tcd  Federal  Fund  Campaign,  in  which  umber*  of  the  Brigade  eontri- 
uuUd  j3,2 70«85«  A  short  orientation  has  boon  initiated  as  port  of 
Rodcatehar  Training*  Tide  orientation  was  begun  on  17  March  1969.  The 
>R.'i.  girls  from  II  Field  Force  (IIFFV)  continued  to  visit  units  in  the 
Hold  on  a  weelrly  basis  assisting  in  maintaining  high  net-ale  in  tbs  brigade. 

(4)  For  the  months  of  February  tlirough  April  AO  Awards  and  Decorations 
>  ■"rpjeted  the  following  awards! 
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0 

0 

0 
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0 

7 

68 

1 

9 

10 
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41 

0 

2/40 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

20 

1 

12 

4 
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8 

2 

7  Spt 

0 
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0 

0 
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0 

20 

0 

2 

0 

66 
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0 
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1 
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0 
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TOTALS 

0 

3 

9 

4 

7 

50 

340 

_ 

14 

199 

74 

1200 

138  10 

(5)  During  the  period  1  February  to  30  April,  Special  Services  arranged 
several  above  for  the  morale  of  the  personnel  of  the  brigade u  On  8  Feb  69, 
the  "Jimmy  Snow  Show"  vaa  presented  at  the  Fire  Support  Base  Horseshoe  Bend,  Fire 
Support  Base  Stephanie  and  at  Camp  Frensell-Jones.  On  21  Feb  69,  the  "Australian 
Concert  Party",  vas  seen  at  Fire  Support  Base  Stephanie  and  at  Fire  Support  Base 
Horseshoe  Bendo  On  29  April  69,  the  "Byram  Shov"  was  seen  at  Fire  Support  Horse¬ 
shoe  Bend.  The  290  Photo  Lab  Craft  Shop  vas  opened  on  18  April  69*  Magazines 
were  distributed  on  a  veekly  basis  during  the  period.  The  Special  Service 
Swimming  Pool  and  Minature  Golf  Course  had  an  average  attendance  of  200  per  day 
for  the  period.  R&R  utilisation  vas  as  follovs* 

(a)  Out-of -Country  R&R  Participation 


SOI 

ALLOCATIONS 

UTILIZED 

PERCENT 

HHC  199th 

93 

98 

105 

7th  Spt  Bn 

148 

141 

95 

2/3  Inf 

213 

195 

93 

3/7  Inf 

205 

178 

87 

4/l2  Inf 

207 

236 

114 

5/12  Inf 

214 

203 

95 

2/40  Arty 

151 

142 

94 

D/17  C*t 

41 

66 

160 

856  RRD 

13 

11 

IOC 

179  MU) 

10 

24 

240 

87th  Engr 

48 

65 

136 

313th  Sig 

-22 

JLi 

-52 

TOTALS 

1373 

1376 

101 
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(b)  In-country  R&R  participation 


UNIT  EM  ALLOCATIONS 

MT  ALL  - 

PERCENT 

HHC  199th 

25 

25 

100 

7th  Spt  Bn 

25 

25 

100 

2/3  Inf 

31 

31 

100 

3/7  Inf 

31 

31 

100 

',/l2  Inf 

31 

31 

100 

5/12  Inf 

31 

31 

100 

2/40  Arty 

31 

31 

100 

0/17  Car 

10 

10 

100 

856  F.PJD 

4 

4 

100 

87th  Kngr 

16 

16 

100 

179th  HID 

9 

9 

100 

v 1 3th  Sig 

Jl 

J 

12ft 

TOTALS 

250 

250 

100 

(6)  Losses  during  the  period 

i 

(a)  Battle  losses t 

Off 

WO 

SL 

1  Killed  Hostile  Action 

3 

0 

41 

44 

2  Died  of  Wounds 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JJ,  Wounded  Hostile  Action 

42 

0 

380 

422 

4  Hissing  Hostile  Action 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i  Captured 

-ft 

JL 

_2 

0 

&  TOTALS 

45 

0 

421 

466 

(b)  Non-battle  Losses! 

1  Dieease 

12 

1 

166 

179 

2  Non  Battle  Injuries 

0 

0 

190 

190 

2  Non  Battle  Missing 

0 

0 

0 

0  * 

4  Non  Battle  Dead 

-ft 

JL 

-1ft 

-1ft 

2  TOTALS 

12 

1 

366 

379 

c.  Intelligence . 
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(l)  Generali  By  late  January,  It  had  become  very  obrioua  that  the  enaty 
waa  frantically  preparing  for  a  large  offenaive.  The  101D  KVA  Regiment 
arrived  from  I  Corps  to  Join  ita  parent  unit,  the  Tat  NVA  Division  (325C). 

The  320th  NVA  Regiment  (and  several  other  unite)  provided  cadre  for  a  newly 
activated  regiment  in  Sub-Region  3-  The  18B  NVA  Regiment  arrived  from  II 
Corps  Tactical  Zone  (CTZ)  to  rebuild  the  320th  Regiment.  The  95A  NVA 
Regimont  moved  from  II  CTZ  to  War  Zone  D  to  Join  the  5th  VC  Division .  Two 
regiments  (33d  and  274th)  and  a  COSVN  Sapper  Battalion  (525th)  became 
aubordinate  to  Military  Region  VII.  U-i  Province  (SR-8)  was  sub-divided 
into  a  "Wagon-Wheel"  of  tactical  AO* a  much  the  same  aa  Saigon-Cholon  (CR-6) 
had  been  prior  to  TET,  1968.  Hundrode  of  tone  of  ammunition  woro  being 
moved  Into  propositioned  aroafl  around  tho  Long  Hlnh/Bien  Hoa  Complex.  PWa 
had  been  told  that  no  matter  what  the  coat,  they  would  be  able  to  -pesKl  the 
1969  New  Year  Festival  (l7  Feb)  in  Saigon. 


(2)  Military  Regions  VII s  On  several  successive  nights  the  rocket 
storage  area  (YT  1707)  was  strafed  by  AC-471 s,  and  hit  by  artillery.  Over 
100  gecondary  explosions  wero  observed  On  the  night  of  22-23  Feb  69,  the 
4th  Offensive  began  in  KR-7  with  107mn  Ro.^et,  mortar,  and  ground  attacks 
against  Bien  Hoa,  Long  Binh  Post,  Bear  Cat,  and  Camp  Frencell -Jones.  The 
let  Bn/ 274th  VC  Regiment  attacked  southern  Long  Binh  Post  while  the  3d  Bn 
attacked  Bear  Cat.  Doth  contacts  resulted  in  very  heavy  looses  for  the  VC. 
Tho  33d  NVA  Regiment  attempted  to  cove  toward  the  Long  Binh  Complex  from 
tho  east  but  were  hit  by  artillery  several  times,  and  thoroughly  decimated. 
On  tho  morning  of  26  Feb  69,  while  l/275th  and  D4  (heavy  weapons)  275th 
Reginont  attacked  Bien  Hoa  Airbase,  3/275th  Regiment  was  to  attack  Ke  Sat 
Harriet,  while  the  Regiment  was  moving  into  attack  positions  many  of  tho 
soldiers  became  lost  and  many  deserted.  C12/D3  Company  entered  Loc  Lam 
Hrmlet,  Ho  Nai  Village  at  0500  morir.*  toward  Camp  Frenzell-Jones.  Villagers 
spotted  the  VC  and  attacked  the  enemy  company' s  mortar  squad,  capturing  the 
mortar  and  using  it  against  the  VC .  The  remainder  of  the  company  was  engaged 
by  the  199th  CRIP  (Combined  Reconnaieeaaca  and  Intelligence  Platoon)  who  were 
reinforced  immediately  by  popular  forces,  civilian  defense  groups,  and 
volunteers.  ARVN  Marines  rushed  to  tho  ares  C12  aivi  D3  were  rendered 
c:mist  ineffective.  The  remainder  of  D3  Battalion  was  surrounded  after  they 
reached  Ke  Sat,  and  waa  completely  destroyed.  The  Di  Battalion  was  engaged 
before  It  reached  the  airbase  and  suffered  very  hea vy  losses.  The  174th 
NVA  Regiment,  having  been  decimated  by  B-52  strikes  on  several  occasions, 
never  reached  its  staging  area  for  the  offoneive.  The  95A  Regimont  was 
held  in  reserve.  After  this  abortive  offensive,  the  decimated  enemy 
units  retreated  into  sanctuaries  to  prepare  for  the  May  Offensive.  Allied 
Forces  pursued  the  enoay  and  continued  to  Inflict  heavy  casualties  on  them. 

A  bruoo  fire,  north  of  Loc  Lam.  Hamlet,  cauaed  17  large  secondary  explosions. 
The  area  from  YT  0517,  to  YT  0917,  to  IT  0913,  to  YT  0513  was  completely 
cleared,  exposing  numerous  bunkers,  trenches,  and  base  camps.  This  ammo 
cache,  r.jn  base,  Fire  Support  Baee  (FSB)  and  staging  area  has  now  been 
denied  and  the  enemy  can  no  longer  approach  Bien  Hoa  from  the  east,  or 
Long  Binh  and  Loc  Lam  from  the  north,  without  crossing  3,000  meters  of  open 
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terrain.  With  ansi stance  from  the  199th  CRIP  and  179th  MID,  the  hamlet  of 
Tra  Co  has  finally  joined  the  other  hamlete  of  Ho  Nai  village  in  establishing 
a  perimeter  and  mobilising  a  hamlet  militia.  This  closed  the  gap  in  Ho  Nai’ s 
12  kilometer,  East--West  perimeter  north  of  the  Long  Blnh  Complex.  On  5  April 
the  1st  Australian  Task  Force  overran  military  Region  VII  Headquarters  and 
captured  numerous  documents  and  a  large  amount  of  supplies  and  ammunition. 

On  11  April  GVN  National  Police  captured  Tu  Hai,  the  U-1  Province  (SR-8; 
Military  Intelligence  Detachment  Commander.  Numerous  other  Viet  Cong  Infra¬ 
structure  (VCI)  were  captured.  The  VC  continued  to  plan  for  a  May/June  Of¬ 
fensive  but  emphasized  Attacks  by  fire  and  sapper  activity  rather  than 
conventional  attacks. 

(3)  Military  Region  IVt  Military  Region  IV' s  forces  attempted  to 
initiate  an  offensive  against  Saigon  in  late  February  but  were  thwarted  by 
Allied  forces.  While  RVN  and  US  Forces  in  the  outlying  areaB  continued  to 
Inflict  heavy  casualties  on  the  VC/NVA  Main  Force  units,  the  units  in  and 
near  Saigon  concentrated  on  anti-intrusion/spoiling,  and  VCI  eliminations 
to  assure  lack  of  guides  and  local  support  in  any  future  offensive.  In 
early  February  (with  the  VC  Offensive  in  its  final  stages  of  perpnration) , 
the  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  (LIB)  conducted  detailed  systematic 
searches  of  tho  two  most  Pro-VC  Villages  (Hung  Long  in  SR-3  and  Tan  Hhut 
in  SR-2).  Tho  results  of  these  two  operations  (dubbed  "STRANGLER  I"  and 
"STRANGLER  II")  appear  in  tho  chart  at  the  end  of  tho  paragraph.  Contact 
with  elements  of  SR-6,  during  their  attempts  to  move  towards  Saigon, 
coupled  with  elimination  programs  brought  the  enemy's  efforts  to  create  a 
viable  fighting  force  in  Saigon  to  a  virtual  standstill.  The  enemy's  morale 
declined  so  rapidly  in  the  brigade  area  of  operation  (AO)  that  high-ranking 
VC  began  to  rally.  On  18  Fob,  tho  security  commi3Bar  of  SR-2  rallied  at 
Binh  Chanh,  On  10  Mar,  at  XS  743843,  LTC  Nam  Xuam,  Chief  of  Staff  of  the 
SR-2  Forward  HQ's  was  killed  by  C/5/l2th  of  the  199th  LIB.  The  death  of 
Nam  Xuam  was  a  severe  blow  to  SR-2  because  he  had  lived  and  operated  In  the 
Pineapple  for  ten  years  and  possessod  extensive  aroa  knowledge.  He  was  also 
a  key  man  for  the  VC,  and  whan  critical  tasks  or  attacks  needed  to  be  consu- 
mated,  it  was  Nam  Xuam  who  was  chosen  to  execute  them.  Captured  documents 
revealed  that  Nam  Xuam  was  preparing  for  an  attack  on  the  199th  Brigade  For¬ 
ward  Command  Toot  at  tho  time  of  his  death.  The  capture  of  SOI's  and  de¬ 
tailed  operation  plans  from  Nam  Xuam' s  body  surely  disrupted  the  planned 
attack  on  Saigon.  A  PW  captured  on  30  March  stated  that  the  6th  Battalion's 
companies  had  been  reduced  to  15  men  each.  On  3  April  the  199th  LIB  located 
the  6th  Bn  Headquarters  and  killed  the  battalion  X0,  a  Company  CO  and  a  plat¬ 
oon  leader.  On  11  April,  documents  found  on  a  VC  killed  in  action  (KIA)  at 
XS  642901  identified  him  as  the  new  battalion  commander.  94  enemy  were  eli¬ 
minated  by  the  end  of  April. 

(a)  Results  of  STRANGLER  I : 
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A 

(b)  Results  of  STRANGIZR  lit 


INNOCENT 

CIVILIANS 

M 

VCI 

SUSPECTS 

VC 

GUERRILLAS 

VC 

MILIIARX 

DRAFT 

DODGERS 

DESERTERS  TOTAL 

2,5152 

3 

12 

6 

0 

11 

0  2,584 

(4)  COSVN  Divisions* 

The  main  force  and  NVA  Divisions  continued  to  at- 

tempt  to  open  corridors  into  the  Saigon  areas  by  attacks  on  FSB's  along  their 
Lines  of  Coramunication(LOC) »  All  these  attacks  were  unsuccessful  and  sere rely 
depleted  the  enemy's  strength.  The  flow  of  replacements  reduced  to  insigni¬ 
ficant  amounts.  The  9th  VC  Div  conducted  reconnaissance  in  the  199th  AO  and 
infiltrated  small  advance  parties  into  SR-2.  However,  attempts  to  create  div¬ 
ersionary  attacks  in  Tay  Ninh  Province  and  attompts  to  breek-out  of  Cambodia 
into  SR-2  «ill  proved  very  costly  to  the  9th  VC  Div.  Enemy  plans  for  the  May/ 
June  Offensive  appear  to  have  been  drastically  altered,  and  captured  documents 
indicate  that  COSVN  does  not  expect  a  military  victory. 


(5)  Contents  of  enemy  caches  discovered  during  the  reporting  period: 

AK-47  Rifles 

7 

AK-47  Magazines 

17 

AK -47  Ammunition 

14,104  (rounds) 

B-40  Rocknt  Rounds 

96 

5-41  Rocket  Rounds 

82 

60mm  Mortar  Rounds 

262 

82ftm  Mortar  Rounds 

> 

272 

82ran  Mortar  Charges 

67 

82*nm  Mortar  Fuses 

29 

CKICCM  Hand  Grenades 

300 

Grenade  Fuses 

7 

CHI  COM  Mines 

58 

Explosives  (lbs) 

101 

Blasting  Capa 

550 

Gasoline  (Gals) 

105 

Medicine  (lbs) 

16 

Rice  (lbs) 

11,900 

Radios 

3 

(6)  Cumulative  enemy 

losses  during  the  reporting  period: 

VC  KIA  (Body  ?ouut) 

183 

vc  KIA  (Probable) 

54 

Prisoner  of  War 

23 

Hoi  Chanh 

7 

1 

7 
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Detainee 

190 

VC  Infrastructure  Eliminated /Neutralised 

it 

Small  Arms  Captured  or  Destroyed 

Crew  Served  Weapons  Captured  or  Destroyed 

6 

Small  Arms  Ammunition  Captured  or  Destroyed 

16,6-5 

Crew  Served  Aatjunilicn  Captured 

or  Destroyed 

918 

Fortifications  Destrcyed 

1,535 

Grenades  Captured  or  Destroyed 

502 

Sampan?  Captured  or  Destroyed 

69 

Rice  Captured  or  Destroyed  (tone) 

5.505 

(7)  VCI  Eliminated  Within  the  Brigade  AO* 

VILLAGE 

COORDINATES 

NUMBER 

(Center  of  Hass) 

ELIMINATED 

An  Lac 

XS  7686 

0 

Blnh  Chanh 

IS  7779 

4 

Binh  Tri  Dong 

XS  7789 

2 

Tan  Bum 

XS  6780 

‘  40 

Tan  Kien 

XS  7484 

i 

Ten  Nbut 

XS  7083 

25 

Tan  Tao 

XS  7489 

16 

Tan  Tuc 

IS  7482 

_ 1 

TOTALS 

87 

Hung  Long* 

XS  7878 

46 

My  Ten* 

XS  6979 

7 

Thanh  Ha* 

IS  6479 

TOTALS 

58 

•Out aide,  but  contiguous  to  Brigade  AO 

&anttana*  Zlaan  aad  Ialaijas- 

(l )  The  brigade,  continuing  under  the  operational  control  (OPCOH)  of 
Capita'  Military  Assistance  Comnand  (Q4AC)  participated  in  Operation  TO AN 
THANG  II  and  III  in  AD  Jane  .  Opera tions  In  AO  Jane  vere  directed  primarl- 
ly  against  traditional  h*\ee  can? a  and"  staging  areas  of  the  308th  and  6th 
Local  Force  Battalione.  Objectives  were  to  proempt  tbe.*e  areas  from 
use,  interdict  lines  of  coamuni cat ions  and  prevent  on cay  rocket/mortar  .and 
ground  attacks  agnlnet  Saigon .  Operations  in  the  Pineapple  were  designed 
to  locrte  VC  cache  sltee  and  disrupt  rg>ply  operations.  ill  el-nsents  of  the 
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brigade  continued  aggressive  offensive  operatione  and  night  ambushes  on  all 
likely  western  md  southwestern  land  and  water  approaches  into  Saigon. 

(2)  Operations  Conducted: 

(a)  1-7  February  1969$  2/3  Infantry  was  released  from  OPCON  to  25th 

Division  on  3  February  "969.  On  4  February  A/B/D/2/3d  Inf  became  OPCON  t-o 
Operation  STRANGLER  I.  3/7th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane.  On  4 
February,  D/3/7th  Ini’  woe  released  from  OPCON  to  3/82nd  Airborne.  c/b/'V7th 
Inf  were  place-1  JPCON  to  TF  KAY  in  support  of  Operation  STRANGLER  I.  V  12th 
Inf  cortj,mK I  reconnaissance-in-force  (RIF)  and  patrolling  operations  In 

AO  Jane.  5/l2th  Inf  continued  interdiction  operations  in  AO  Swordfish  III, 
Throughout  the  week,  elements  of  5/l2th  Inf,  using  Navy  boats,  conducted 
ext^r  ve  defoliation  operatione  along  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River. 

(b)  8  -  14  Feb  '  .xl  Inf  (-)  continued  OPCON  to  TF  STRANGLER.  Upon 

termination  ■  f  STRANGLER,  on  12  Feb,  all  elements  moved  to  staging  areas  in 
preparation  .’or  STRANGLER  II,  3/ 7th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane. 
C/D/4/1 2th  Inf,  OPCON  to  TF  KAY,  participated  in  Operation  STRANGLER  II,  eff¬ 
ective  12  Feb  69.  5/l 2th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Swordfish  III. 

A/D/ 5/1 2th  Inf  became  OPCON  to  TF  KAY  for  Operation  STRANGLER  II  on  12  Feb. 

(c)  14-21  Feb:  2/3d  Inf  initiated  operations  in  AO  Jeae  upon  termi¬ 
nation  of  Operation  STRANGLER  II  on  16  Feb.  On  19  Feb,  2/ 3d  Inf  conducted 

a  3  company  sweep  vicinity  XS  7285  (COM).  The  553d  RF  Company  participating 
in  the  operations  accounted  for  6  VC  KIA.  A  cordon  was  established  around 
the  area  .and  a  search  conducted  on  20  Feb  resulted  In  the  discovery  of 
several  B-40  rounds,  and  sleeping  positions  for  40  personnel.  3/7th  Inf 
continued  RIF  and  combined  operations  with  elements  of  3/50th  ARVN  Regiment 
in  AO  Jane,  5/l2th  Inf,  continuing  Interdiction  operations  in  AO  Swordfish 
III,  had  several  contacts  with  small  groups  of  VC.  5/l2th  was  OPCON  to  Bien 
Fc  Tactical  Area  Command  (EHTAC)  for  operations  in  AO  Hardcharger,  effective 
15  Feb.  Operation  STRANGLER  II  continued. 

(d)  22  -  28  Feb:  2/3d  Inf  continued  RIF  operations,  dayligut  patrol¬ 
ling,  and  night  ambush  positions  in  AO  Jane,  3/7th  Inf  continued  operations 
in  AO  Jane  with  company-size  sweeps  and  Cav/lnf  team  RIF.  4/l2th  Infantry- 
continued  RIF  operations  and  platoon-size  combat  patrols  in  AO  Jane. 

Several  combined  operations  with  the  646th,  662d  and  754tn  KF  companies  were 
conducted,  5/l2th  Inf  continued  1 nterdiction  operations  in  AO  Swordfish 

III.  On  23  Feb,  C/5/i2th  Inf,  OPCON  to  BHTAC.  engaged  a  platoon  of  VC  In 
vicinity  IT  057023,  resulting  in  6  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  3  VC  PW. 

(e)  1-7  March  1969:  2/3d  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane.  C/'2/3d 
and  D/4/l2th  Inf,  OPCON  to  TF  EHRHARDT,  conducted  riverine  and  airmobile  as¬ 
saults  into  AO  Hardcharger,  vie  YT  0793, (COM).  TF  conducted  RIF  operations 
on  2-3  March  and  was  extracted.  During  the  period  4-5  March,  2/3d  Inf  excha¬ 
nged  AOs  with  5/l 2th  Inf.  On  6  March,  A/2/3d  Inf  began  operations  in  AO 
Swampy,  vie  XS  9075  (COM),  under  brigade  control.  3/7th  Inf  conducted  burn 
off  operations,  company  (~)  RIFs,  and  platoon  combat  patrols  in  AO  Jane. 
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4/l2th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane  conducting  four  combined  opera¬ 
tions  with  RF  and  PF  elements  (Regional  Forces  and  Popular  Forces).  Three 
of  these  were  cordon  and  search  operations.  On  6  March,  4/l2th  Inf  conducted 
a  combined  operation  with  the  869th,  754th  and  106th  RP  companies  and  four  PF 
platoons.  Operations  consisted  of  establishing  blocking  positions  along  the 
Hen  Luc  River,  vlo  IS  6881,  COM,  and  a  multi-company  sweep  north  into  the 
blocking  position.  5/l2th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Swordfish  and  AO  Jane 
exchanging  AOs  with  2/3d  Inf,  effective  5  March. 

-(f)  8-14  March:  2/3J  Inf  I-'  conducted  interdiction  operations  in 

AO  Swordfish  III.  K/2/3&  and  R/2/3d  continued  OPCON  to  the  Brigade  and  BHTAC, 
respectively.  3/7 th  Inf  continued  cordon  and  search,  RIF,  and  burn-off 
operations  in  AO 'Jana .  4/l2th  Inf  coijducted  cordon  and  search  operations, 
area  searches  and  defoliation  missions  in  AO  Jane.  5/l2th  Inf  continued  pla¬ 
toon  patrols,  sweeps  and  burn-off  operations  in  AO  Jane.  During  the  period 
12-14  March,  D/2/jM,  A/3/7th,  B/4/l2th  and  D/5/l2th,  all  OPCON  to  4/l2th  Inf, 
participated  in  Operation  LULU.  Operation  was  a  combined  independent  area 
search  operation  with  olomenta  of  the  9th  US  Div,  5th  ARVN  Ranger  Group,  and 
46th  AltVN  Regiment  participating  in  the  Long  Thueng  area  (XS  7576) .  0 Deration 

LULU  concluded  14  March  with  a  cordon  and  search  of  Long  Thoi  (XS  747b)  and 
Loc  Trung  (i3  7973). 

(g)  15-21  March  1969*  2/3d  Inf  continued  interdiction  operations  in  AO 

Swordfish  III.  A/2/3d  concluded  operations  in  AO  Swampy  and  returned  to  bat¬ 
talion  control  on  16  March.  RIFs  along  the  Kinh  Cau  an  Ha  Canal,  XS  625927, 

resulted  in  the  location  anil  destruction  of  26  bunkors,  and  tho  capture  of  3,600 
rounds  of  AK-47  ammunition  and  20  RPG-7  rounds.  On  21  March,  B/D/2/3d  Inf  con¬ 
ducted  an  exchange  of  positional  B  Company  returning  to  battalion  control  and 
D  company  OPCON  to  BHTAC  in  AO  Hurdchargor.  3/7th  Inf  continued  operations 
in  AO  Jane.  On  13  March,  D/3/7th  Inf  inserted  into  2  Landing  Zones  (LZ), 
sweeping  areas  where  Long  Range  Patrol  (LRP)  teams  had  sighted  VC  activity. 

On  20  March,  A/C/D/3/7th  and  D/1’7 tl;  Cav  conducted  cordon  and  search  of  Binh 
Tri  Dong  #1,  resulting  in  the  apprehension  by  National  Police  (NP)  of  10 
detainees.  4/l2th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane.  On  17  March,  B/D/ 
4/l2th  conducted  coruon  end  search  of  Dai  Thanh,  vie  XS  703805.  The  search 
was  conducted  by  tho  156th  PF  Platoon,  107th  RF  Company,  NP  and  Binh  Chanh 
Intelligence  Squad.  C/4/l2th,  OPCON  to  3/82d  Airborne,  effective  17  March. 

A/B/ 4/ 1 2th  conducted  a  RIF  toward  a  blocking  position  established  by  D/4/l2th, 
vie  XS  6880.  5/l 2th  Inf  continued  operations  in  A0  Jane.  Combine^  operations 

with  district  RF  and  PF  elements  were  conducted  on  17  and  18  March.'  Batta¬ 
lion  continued  burn  and  destroy  operations  along  canals  and  streams  yic 
XS  7084  and  platoon-size  combat  patrols  throughout  the  A0. 

(h)  22-28  March:  2/3 d  Inf  continued  RIF  and  Star  team  interdiction 
operations  in  A0  Swordfish  III.  D/2/3d  Inf  continued  OPCON  to  BHTAC  in 

A0  Hardcharger.  C/2/3d  Inf  was  OrCON  to  5/l2th  Inf,  26-28  March,  for 
operations  in  A0  Lexington.  3./7th  Inf  continued  operations  in  A0  Jane. 

On  23  March,  A/B/3/7th,  D/l7th  and  A/5/l2th  conducted  a  cordon  aM  nearch 
in  An  Lac  #1  and  02.  On  27  March,  C/3/7th  Inf  conducted  sweeps  to  the  south¬ 
east,  towards  a  blocking  position  established  by  B  (-)/D  (-)/3/Vth  Inf  and 
D/l7th  Car,  vie  XS  758359.  During  the  period  28-29  March,  D/3/7th  Inf  was 
OPCON  to  3/ 82nd  Airborne  at  FSB  All-American.  4/l2th  Inf  continued  operations 
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in  AO  Jans.  On  24  Maroh,~B/b/4/mh,  the  662nd  and  553d  RF  Conpanlea 
conducted  a  four  company  cordon  and  flench  of  My  Yen  #3.  Another  combined 
operation  on  26  March,  conslated  on  D/jj/l2th,  with  D/ 5/12th  Inf  OPCON  to 
4/1 2th  Inf,  establishing  a  blocking  position  vie  XS  693830  for  a  sweep  from 
the  east  by  the  896th  and  754th  RF  Companies.  On  28  March,  responding  to 
an  intelligence  report,  A/4/l2th  established  a  block  in  XS  750796,  with  two 
RF  Companies  blocking  on  the  east  and  west  flanks.  B/4/l2th  Inf  conducted 
a  sweep  south  to  the  block,  resulting  in  6  VC  KIA  and  2  PW  captured.  5/1 2th 
Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane.  On  23  March,  B/5/l2th  Inf,  conducting 
a  RIF  to  the  east,  set  several  haystacks  afire,  vie  XS  744545,  resulting  in 
five  large  secondary  explosions  and  several  small  arms  explosions.  On  25 
March,  B/5/l2th  and  the  553d  RF  Company  conducted  a  cordon  and  search  of 
Tan  Klen  #1.  During  the  period  26-28  March,  A/C/5/l2th  and  C/2/3d,  OPCON 
to  5/l2th  Inf,  conducted  operation  HUNTBR  in  AO  Lexington,  astride  the  Bo 
Bo  Canal.  A/5/l2th  Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  vie  XS  491832  and 
established  a  rS8  for  B/2/40th  Arty,  which  was  lifted  in  to  support  the 
operation.  ‘  C/5/l2th  and  C/2/3d  conducted  airmobile  insertions  and  RIF  to 
northwest  along  the  Bo  Bo  Canal.  All  units  were  extracted  28  March. 

(i)  29  March  -  4  April  1969*  2/3d  Inf  continued  RIF  and  star  team 
interdiction  operations  in  AO  Swordfish  III.  On  2-3  April,  battalion 
conducted  an  exchange  of  AOs  with  4/l2th  Inf.  D/2/3d  returned  to  battalion 
control  from  OPCON  to  B11TAC  on  3  April.  On  2  April,  A/B/ 3/7 th  Inf  and 
Recon/2/3d  conducted  an  extensive  airmobile  RIF  in  the  central  Pineapple. 
Thirty  bunkora  and  twenty-six  homemade  grenade  booby  traps  (BUT)  wore 
destroyed  as  a  result  of  this  operation.  On  4  April,  A/B/.3/7th  Inf  and 
D/l7th  Cav  conducted  a  cordon  and  search  of  Tan  Tau  Village.  Cav/Inf/PJF 
were  conducted  on  a  daily  basis.  4/l2th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO 
Jane.  On  30  March,  A/4/i2th  Inf  conducted  a  combined  sweep  and  block 
operation  with  the  662nd  and  664th  RF  Companies,  resulting  In  4  VC  KIA 
(BC)„  On  3  April,  4/l2th  Inf  aosumed  responsibility  for  AO  Swordfish  III. 
A/4/T2th  Inf  became  OPCON  to  2/ 3d  Inf  in  AO  Jeri  (XS  7680).  B/A/l2th  Inf 
and  C/4/1 2th  Inf,  OPCON  to  BHTAC  and  3/82nd  Airborne  respectively.  5/l2th 
Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane.  On  30  March,  D/5/l2th,  conducting 
platoon  size  RIFa  out  of  PB  Chris,  killed  3  VC  (BC)  and  took  1  PW.  On  31 
March,  B/5/l2th  Inf  with  the  754th  and  869th  RF  Companies  conducted  a  cor¬ 
don  and  search  of  Tan  Nhut  #5°  Remaining  elements  conducted  platoon  size 
patrols  and  security  miaaioos  in  the  AD. 

(j)  5-11  April}  2/3d  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane.  Battalion 

conducted  platoon-size  combat  patrols  throughout  the  AO  and  continued  area 
searches  in  AO  Jeri,  vie  XS  7680 .  On  11  April,  2/3d  Inf,  B/5/l2th,  662nd 
«nd  646th  RF  Companies,  and  the  193d  PF  Platoon  conducted  a  combined  block 
and  sweep  operation.  C/2/3d,  1  platoon  D/l7th  Cav,  and  the  646th  RF 
Company  blocked  vie  7579*  All  other  elements  swept  to  the  south-southwest 
into  the  blocking  position.  3/7th  Inf  continued  operations  In  AO  Jane. 
Battalion  conducted  platoon-Bize  combat  patrols  and  Cav/Inf  RIF  throughout 
the  AO.  D/3/7th  assumed  responsibility  for  FSB  Horseshoe  Bend  during  the 
period  8-10  April.  On  9  April,  A/3/7th,  D/l7th  Cav  and  one  company  of  the 
55th  RF  Battalion  conducted  combined  operations  on  Klnh  Cau  An  Ha  Canal,  vie 
XS  6093.  4/l 2th  Inf  (-)  continued  interdiction  operations  in  AO  Swordfish 

III.  B/4/l2th  continued  OPCON  to  BHTAC  in  AO  Hardcharger  and  C/4/l2th  con- 
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tinuod  OPCON  to  3/ 82nd.  Airborne.  A/4/l 2th  initially  OPCON  to  2/3d  Inf  in 
AO  Jorl,  vent  OPCON  to  5/l2th  Inf  for  Oporation  HUNTER  II,  8-10  April.  On 
11  April,  A/4/l2th  was  inserted  by  LCM8,  vie  XS  553893,  and  swept  to  the  south¬ 
west.  RIF  continued  the  following  day.  5/l2th  Inf  continued  operations  in 
AO  Jane.  On  8  April,  A/D/5/l2th  Inf,  A/4/12th  Inf  and  D/2/40th  Arty  conducted 
combined  airmobile  operations  in  AO  Lexington  with  elements  of  the  l/50th  ARVN 

Regiment.  D/5/l2th  and  A/4/l2th  Inf  insorted  yic  XS  520790  and  XS  469783,  _ 

swept  northwest  to  the  west  of  the  Bo  Bo  Canal.  Tho  l/50th  ARVN  Kgmt  operated 
to  the  east' of  the  Bo  Bo  Canal.  All  units  wore  extracted  10  April. 

(k)  12-18  April*  2/3d  Inf  continued  operations  in  AD  Jane.  On  13 
April,  C/2/3d  Inf  and  2  platoons  ffttm  D/2/3d  Inf  conducted  RIF  from  vie 

XS  689824  to  XS  656823.  On  16  April,  C/2/3d  Inf  with  the  646th  RF  Company, 
conducted. combined  RIF  in  AO  Jeri.  On  18  April,  A/B/2/3d  Inf  conducted  air¬ 
mobile  insertion  vie  XS  659773,  sweeping  southeast  along  the  canal  at  that 
location.  Persistant  CS  dispensing  operations  were  conducted  In  vie  XS  7280. 
3/7th  Inf  continued  operations  in  AO  Jana.  On  14  April,  C/D/3/7th‘J‘  conducted 
multiple  airmobile  Insertions  west  of  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River.  Units  conducted 
area  searches  and  wore  extracted.  On  15  April,  A/3/7th,  D/l7th  and  one  com¬ 
pany  of  the  55th  RF  Battalion  conducted  RIF  and  block  operations  along  Kinh 
Cau  An  Ha  Canal.  On  17  April,  A/C/D/3/7th  Inf  and  D/l7th  Cav  conducted  a 
cordon  and  search  of  Tan  T«o  Hamlot.  Persistant  CS  dispensing  operations 
were  conducted  In  the  "Five  Fingers"  area.  4/l2th  Inf  (-)  continued  Inter¬ 
diction  operations  in  A0  Swordfish  III.  B/4/l2th  and  C/4/I2 th  remained  OPCON 
to  HHTAC  and  3/82nd  Airbomo  respectively.  On  15  April,  A/4/l2th  conducted 
RIF  to  the  north  In  AO  Charlie.  Ambush  positions 'that  night  sighted  and 
engaged  approximately  15  VC,  resulting  In  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  AK-47  captured. 
5/l 2th  Inf  continued  operations  In  A0  Jnno..  On  15  April,  olomentn  of  tho 
battalion  conducted  cordon  and  search  of  Tan  Nhut  #2.  Tho  5/l2th  Inf  con¬ 
ducted  area  destruction  ooorafclons  vie  XS  7283  and  persistant  CS  dispensing 
operations  Vic  XS  738S37  .  On  16  April,  C/5/l2th  Inf  conducted  RIF  south  Into 
block  by  tho  869th  RF  Company  vie  XS  683826.  Remainder  of  units  conducted 
pit-size  patrols  ar.d  aquad  security  patrol.it  around  permanent  Installations. 

(l)  19  -  25  Aprils  2 /'id  Inf  continued  operations  in  A.Q  Jane.  D/2/3d 
continued  CS  dispensing  operations  vie  XS  72l8l6.  On  22  April,  A./B/2/3d  con¬ 
ducted  search  and  destroy  operations  In  grids  XS  6577,  6677,  6678  and  6778. 
Also  on  22  April,  C/2/3d  Inf  with  the  470th  RF  Company  and  158th  PF  Platoon 
conducted  RIF  in  AO  Nancy.  Frew  23-25  April,  elements  of  the  battalion 
conducted  star  team  Interdiction  operations  in  grids  XS  6882,  6779,  6879, 

6378,  and  6777.  Remaining  units  conducted  local  patrols  and  security  opera¬ 
tions  vie  of  FSBs  and  PBa.  On  20  April,  A/3/7th  Inf  conducted  airmobile 
snatch  operations,  resulting  In  the  capturo  of  3  VCI.  On  21  April,  B/3/7tb 
Inf  conducting  Eagle  Flights  In  AO  Nancy,  engaged  the  enemy,  vi?  XS  670782. 
Contact  resulted  in  7  VC  KIA  (EC) ,  4  VC  KIA  (Prcb) ,  4  PWa  and  1  VCI  with 
negative  US  casualties.  On  25  April,  3/7th  Inf  conducted  cordon  end  search 
of  Binh  Tri  Dong  Village.  B/4/l2th  continued  OPCON  to  BIITAC  until  21  April. 
C/4/l2th  continued  OPCON  to  3/82nd  Airborne  and  D/4/l2th  became  OPCON  to 
3/82nd  Airborne  effective  20  April.  A/4/l2th  OPCON  to  3d  Bde,  9th  US  Div  at 
Rach  Kien,  effective  23  April,  5/’2th  continued  operations  in  AO  Jane.  From 
21  to  25  April,  A/5/l2th  conducted  star  team  interdiction  operations  vie 

XS  7186.  Aroa  destruction  and  CS  dispensing  operations  were  conducted  Vic 
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IS  708830  and  745866.  On  25  April,  A/5/l2th  established  block  from  v 
XS  719885  to  713848,  for  awoep  by  the  553d  and  754th  RF  Companies. 
B/5/l2th  conducted  airmobile  snatch  operations. 

(m)  26  -  30  April:  On  26  April,  A/2/3d  Inf,  A/3/7th  Inf,  and 
one  company  3/46th  ARVN  Rgmt began  a  three  day  area  search  operation 
in  AO  Marble,  to  the  south  of  the  brigade  AD.  On  28  April,  C/2/3d  Inf 
conducted  day  and  night  interdiction  operations  north  of  PB  Elvira.  A/ 
D/5/l2th  infantry  were  placed  OPCON  to  2/ 3d  Inf  on  29  April',  during 
Operation  STRANGLER  III.  3/7th  Inf  continued  platoon  patrols  and  RIF 
operations  in  AO  Jane.  Remaining  units  conducted  local  security  of  FSB 
and  PB.  A/4/l2th  continued  CFCON  to  3/9th  Dlv  at  RaCh  Kien.  D/C/4/l2th 
Inf  continued  OPCONto  3/82nd  Airborne.  B/4/l2th  conducted  riverine, 
airmobile  and  RIF  operations  in  AO  Svordfioh  III.  On  29  April,  5/l2th 
Inf  (.- )  with  A/2/3d  and  C/3/?th  bogan  Operation  STRANGLER  III,  in 
conjunction  with  the  4/ 50th  ARVN  and  3/ let  RF  Battalion.  Cordon  was 
established  around  Tan  Duu  Village  and  surrounding  area  during  t.he 
early  morning  hours  of  10  April. 


(n)  Two  major  combiued  cordon  and  search  operations  were  conducted 
and  a  third  started  during  the  reporting  period  to  destroy  and  neutral¬ 
ize  VC,  VCI  and  VCG  elements;  and  to  enhance  pacification: 

STRANGLER  Ii  4-12  February  1969;  Hung  Long;  vie  IS  8077. 

STRANGLER  II:  13-16  February  1969}  Tan  Nhut;  vie  XS  7083. 

STRANGLER  III:  29  April-  ;  Tan  Buu;  vie  XS  6679. 

JL  Task  organisation  for  STRANGLER  I  consisted  of: 

ft  Cordop  force: 

2/3d  Inf  (-) 

B/3/7th  Inf  (TF  KAI) 

C/3/7th  Inf  (TF  KAT)  > 

B/ 5/ 12th  Inf  (TF  KAT) 

5th  Ranger  Group  (-)  ARVN 
30th  Ranger  Bn  (-)  ARVN 
33d  Ranger  Bn  (-)  ARVN 

Jl  Search  Force: 

3/1 st  RF  Bn  (-) 

NPFF  Company 
1  RF  Company 
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2  Tark  organization  for  STRANGLER  II  consisted  ofi 
a  Cordon  Force* 

2/3d  Inf 

C/4/1 2th  Inf  (T?  KAI) 

D/4/1 2th  Inf  (TF  KAY) 

A/5/l 2th  Inf  (TF  W 
D/5/1 2th  Inf  (TF  KAY) 

557th  RF  Co  (-)  ARVN 
754th  RF  Co 
869th  RF  Co 
662nd  PF  Plat 
470th  PF  Fiat 

Search  Force* 

Recon/2/3d  Inf 
167th  RF  Pit 
156th  RF  Pit 
157th  RF  Pit 
553d  RF  Pit 
NPFF  Company 

2  Tnok  organization  for  STRANGLER  III  consists  ofl 

a  Cordon  Force* 

5/l 2th  In**  (-) 

B/ 5/ 1 2th  Inf 
C/5/1 2th  Inf 
A/2/3d  Inf 
C/3/7th  Inf 
4/ 50th  ARVN  Reg 
3/1  at  RF  Bn 

Search  Force*  > 

2  RF  Companies 
2  NPFF  Platoons 

4  Specific  techniques  which  proved  effective  in  the  conduct 
of  large  scale  cordon  and  search  operations  were  as  follows* 

&  The  NP  were  utilized  as  the  search  force  combined  with  US/ 
ARVN  forces.  The  NP  were  a  thorough,  well  disciplined  and  very 
effective  organisation. 
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b  The  placing  of  cordona  within  the  cordon  Insured  population 
control  and  prevented  freedom  of  movement  by  the  VC  from  one  locale 
to  another. 

£  The  cordona  were  In  place  and  all  unite  linked  up  prior  to 
BMNT  to  seal  off  the  area  and  prevent  exfiltration. 

&  The  area  to  be  searched  was  divided  into  sections  in  order  to 
conduct  a  detailed  and  systematic  search.  Phase  lines  or  check  points 
were  established  to  assist  in  the  control  of  the  search  element. 

£  Liaison  teams  were  exchanged  with  the  participating  ARVN  units 
to  coordinate  the  link-up  points  during  the  hours  of  darkness,, 

£  The  cordon  operation  must  last  at  least  four  days  in  order  to 
starve  the  VC  to  a  point  where  they  must  come  out  of  their  hiding 
place. 

(3)  Training  Activities; 


(a)  The  following 
Training  Center  (RCTC) 

personnel  were  trained  at  Redcatcher  Combat 
during  the  period  1  Feb-30  Apr  1%9* 

UNIT 

NUMBER 

1$9th  LIB 

1,972  m 

52  Off 

54  th  Arty  Gp 

273  EM 

IIFFV 

17  EM 

90th  Repl  Bn 

30  EM 

500th  Kngr 

31  EM 

lat  Sig  Bde 

5  EM 

TOTALS 

2,328  EM 

52  Off 
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(b)  The  Mobile  Training  Team  (MTT)  trained  D/l7th  Car  from  1-20  Feb 
on  the  dim  mortar.  Training  was  conducted  at  EKB  through  1$  Feb  and  live 
fire  exercises  vers  conducted  at  FSB  Stephanie  during  the  remainder  of  the 
schedule*  22  Feb  -  1  March  was  spent  In  preparation  and  actual  Instruction 
to  all  elements  of  the  4/ 12th  Infantry.  On  3  March,  two  NOOs  and  the  OIC 
of  the  MTT  moved  to  Signal  Mountain  and  conducted  mortar  training  for 
signal  and  Infantry  personnel.  The  remainder  of  the  team  Initiated  the  first 
sniper  school  on  7  March  and  were  Joined  by  the  other  team  members  on  9 
March.  The  first  school  graduated  5  personnel  on  15  March.  During  16-19 
March,  preparation  was  made  to  conduct  another  sniper  school.  The  second 
sniper  school  was  conducted  20-28  March  with  6  personnel  successfully 
completing  the  school,  flofreohor  training  was  given  to  the  mortar  crews  of 
D/l7  Cav  from  2-8  April,  The  MTT  started  preparation  for  the  Brigade  BBT 
course,  on  9  April,  '.  his  Included  preparation  of  all  lesson  plans  and  the 
actual  construction  of  two  demonstration  courses..  The  course  opened  on  16 
April  and  was  turned  over  to  a  comittee  of  NCOs  representing  each  battalion 
oh  20  April.  The  MTT  then  moved  to  FSB  Horseshoe  Bend  and  began  Instruction 
for  all  elements  of  the  5/l2th  Infantry,  on  22  April.  On  29  April,  the 
team  returned  to  Brigade  Main  Base  duo  to  STRANGLER  III  operational  commit¬ 
ments. 

(c)  On  3  February,  the  ARVN  Mobile  Training  Team  continued  training 
the  52d  ARVN  Regiment.  The  team  trained  each  unit  for  one  week  and  then 
conducted  a  three  day  operation  to  'grade  unit  effectiveness.  During  the 
period  16-23  February  training  was  disrupted  because  of  the  ARVN  TET 
break.  During  this  period  the  ARVN  MTT  improved  their  security  by  build¬ 
ing  new  bunkers.  On  24  February,  training  resumed  with  the  1st,  2d  Bn, 

52d  Reg,  The  ARVN  MTT  did  not  conduct  training  during  the  period  16-22  March 
due  to  the  luan  Loc  Alert  status.  During  the  period  23-30  March,  training 
was  conducted  for  the  1st  Company,  1st  Bn,  52d  Reg.  In  addition,  special 
weapons  training  was  conducted  for  Instructors  from  the  iSth  ARVN  Divi- 
«ion,  Training  Center.  The  ARVN  MTT  completed  training  the  let  Bn,  52nd 
Rgat  on  10  April.  An  operation  wan  conducted  with  this  unit  to  check 
eiroctlveneflo.  Training  continued  with  the  52d  ARVN  Reg  on  16  April  at 
Xuan  Loc.  Instruction  on  tho  etnrlightacope  nnd  refrooher  training  was 
conducted, 

(4)  Chemical  Operations! 

(a)  Personnel  Detectors  During  the  period  ending  30  April  69,  91 
People  Sniffer  missions  were  flown.  Three  missions  were  flown  in  UH1-D 
model  Helicopters  and  88  missions  were  flown  in  0H6  Observation  helicop¬ 
ters,  The  transport  of  M7  CS  grenades  (as  reported  in  the  last  report) 
was  supplemented  by  an  M79  grenade  launcher  and  E24  40mm  CS  cartridges. 

These  munitions  were  used  on  areas  of  Interest  as  detected  by  the  APD, 
flushing  the  enesy  from  hidden  positions  and/or  denying  him  use  of  these 
positions.  The  grenade  launcher  provides  more  precise  delivery  and  accu¬ 
racy,  the  effective  range  of  the  weapon  provides  more  of  a  safety  factor 
for  the  crew  members.  During  the  period  a  system  of  trail  studios  was 
developed  to  supplement  information  gathered  during  normal  area  sniffer 
missions.  The  procedure  includes  first,  flying  a  high  level  visual 
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reconnaissance  over  a  given  area  to  determine  the  general  layout  of  trails, 
canal a  and  waterways  within  the  area*  Than,  with  gun ship  cover,  those 
trails  which  indicate  activity  above  the  hack  ground  level  of  condensation 
nuclei  are  plotted.  Upon  completion  of  the  mission,  the  results  are  plot¬ 
ted  on  a  H25tOOO  map  to  show  detail  and  topography,  and  color  coded  to 
indicate  dates  dotoctod.  The  results  aro  aubnuquontly  forwarded  to  S2 
for  ovuluation  and  inforwatlon/actlon.  The  503d  Chemical  Detachment  is 
maintaining  records  of  all  oniffer  missions  and  the  trail  studies  opera¬ 
tional  map  is  daily  updated  and  shows  all  known  trails  and  eneiqy  activity 
(ns  dntectod  by  APD).  This  information  in  maintained  for  the  command  group, 
S2/Sj,  uae  at  all  tlmoo. 

(b)  Horblcide  Operations*  During  tho  quarterly  period  ending  30 
April  69,  seven  uatorborno  and  eight  aerial  herbicide  operations  were 
conducted  by  the  503d  Chemical  Detachment.  3300  gallons  of  herbicide 
"whlto"  and  2000  gallons  of  herbicide  "blue"  were  disseminated  on  two 
areas  bounded  by  the  following  coordinates;  XS  587925,  640925,587900, 
596907,  640900,  635907,  603850,  625865,  660B65,  605810,  640810,  653835. 

The  herbicide  was  disseminated  through  an  aerial  Agaveinco  Spray  appara¬ 
tus.  Although  herbicide  "white"  was  found  to  work  well  for  waterborne 
herbicide  operations,  it  was  found  to  be  ineffective  against  nlpa  palm 
in  aerial  herbicide  operations.,  "Mine"  horblcide  proved  to  be  effective 

■  and  would  cause  dying  to  begin  after  throe  days  of  contact. 

(e)  Riot  Control  Agont:  1  —  30  February,  thirteen  persistant  CS 
operations  were  conducted  within  the  199th  Inf  Bdo  A0.  Two  of  the  op¬ 
erations  were  aorinl  and  ale von  ware  ground  operations.  The  aortal  CS 
operations  were  flown  in  a  Ufll-D  helicopter  provided  by  tho  199th  Bri¬ 
gade  Aviation  Section.  Tht*  Persistant  CS  wan  used  to  cover  canal  lines 
and  areas  of  suspected  encay  concentrations  along  the  Klnh  Ceu  An  Ha 
Canal.  480  pounds  of  CS  wars  e icpondti  during  the  operation.  The  8  pound 
packs  of  CS  were  vrapped  with  dabonutlon  cord  vith  an  8  second  delay 
blanker  being  wed  to  doairret  the  pack.  Tho  ml.iaicna  wore  flown  at 
100  foot,  at  50  knots  ?.n  n't  to  give  good  area  coverage.  The  ground  op- 
eraVom  cons  Is  tod  of  tiuplaclng  7920  pounds  of  CS  II  along  canal  lines 
and  Lnown  areas  of  enemy  activity  at  the  following  locations;  "Fivo  Fin- 
gor.j"  &:»>a,  Huog  Long  IUvor,  Ong  lien  Cun/il ,  Ong  Com  Canal,  and  Ong  Do 
Canal.  Tho  CS  munitions  now  used  In  support  of  tho  199th  Inf  Bdo  are 
K-158  CS  Bomb  Cluster,  £-8  CS  Rocket,  Launchers,  M-7  CS  Rand  Grenades,  and 
55  gallon  drums  of  bulk  CS.  These  munitions  aro  maintained  in  a  constant 
atato  of  readiness  for  instantaneous  support  of  tho  brigade. 

(d)  Flame  Operations;  During  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April 
69,  tho  503d  Chemical  Detachmant  conducted  one  flame  mission.  A  flame 
perimeter  waa  act  up  along  the  north  side  of  Brigade  Main  Base,  in 
each  of  the  Battalion's  areas  of  responsibility.  The  flame  weapons  con¬ 
sisted  of  55  gallon  drums  containing  a  65t  mixture  of  thickened  fuel.  M-4 
bursters  and  electric  blasting  caps  were  need  to  arm  the  weapons,  with  the 
detonation  under  the  control  of  n  command  Ininker.  The  drums  have  a  range 
of  40-50  meters  and  a  vldth  of  10-20  ns e tors,  giving  the  north  side  of  BMB 
the  protection  of  a  complete  flame  wall.  The  503d  Chemical  Detachment  is 
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capable  of  extended  flame  operations,  and  le  prepared  to  assist  the  brigade 
with  the  employment  of  various  types  of  flame  weapons  and  field  expedients. 

(e)  Chemical  Training*  During  the  last  quarter  the  503d  Chemical  de¬ 
tachment  conducted  ten  chemical  training  classes.  The  types  of  classes 
are  as  follows t  four  classes  on  the  construction,  emplacement  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  flame  field  expedients,  four  classes  on  the  care,  cleaning  and 
fitting  of  the  XM-28  Riot  Control  Agent  Protective  Mask,  and  two  classes 
on  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  H2A1-7  Portable  Flame  Thrower. 

These  classes  of  Instruction  were  designed  to  enlighten  the  knowledge  of 
the  equipment  and  capabilities  of  chemical  operations  within  their  respec¬ 
tive  units.  The  personnol  who  attonded  the  instruction  are  now  capable 

of  performing  a  chemical  mission,  under  the  supervision  of  a  trained  chemi¬ 
cal  specialist. 

(f)  Chemical  Inspections}  Drring  the  reporting  period,  the  503d 
Chemical  Detachment  conducted  twelve  Inspections.  These  Inspections 
covered  the  M17  and  M17-A1  Protective  Mask,  the  Ml 5-A2  Detector  Kit,  and 
the  Mil  Decontaminating  Apparatus.  Those  inspections  enablod  tho  line 
tattallons  of  the  Brigade  to  maintain  a  readiness  standard  of  over  90 
percent  on  the  above  mentioned  equipment.  Further  Inspections  are  planned 
to  cover  the  other  chemical  equipment  within  the  Brigade  do  as  to 
maintain  a  continuous  readiness  standard  of  over  90  percent  on  all 
chemical  equipment. 

(5)  Air  Operational 

(a)  United  'States  Air  Force*  During  the  past  quarter  the  USA?  has 
supported  the  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  with  close  air  support,  primarily 
destroying  bunker  complexes,  enemy  Infiltration  routes,  and  LZ  preparations. 
In  March,  the  brigade . increased  its  air  power  by  three  new  programs  start¬ 
ed  ty  its  new  Air  Liaison  Officer,  LTC  Lewis.  The  three  programs  are  as 
follows* 

1  Divert  Programs  The  Divert  Program  functions  ly  having  the  bri¬ 
gade  clear  daily  certain  grid  square  areas  for  the  entire  day.  Capital 
Military  Assistance  Command  (CMAC)  is  then  notified  that  certain  areas 
are  pre-oleared  and  that  the  Headquarters  will  accept  any  diverts.  The 
net  results  of  this  program  1b  an  Increase  in  the  number  of  air  strikes 
in  the  Brigade  area  of  operations  from  a  daily  average  of  1-2  to  an 
average  of  2-4. 

Z  Spooky  Program*  The  Spooky  Program  consists  of  clearing  certain 
grid  squares  nightly,  based  on  current  intelligence.  When  Spooky  has 
conploted  its  nightly  mission,  there  is  an  area  to  unload  its  ordnance. 

The  results  of  this  program  have  been  an  increaso  in  air  interdiction  and 
disruption  of  eneny  infiltration  throughout  the  Brigade  AO. 

2  20  mi 11 me ter  handoff  program;  Under  the  third  program,  the  Brigade 
has  been  successful  in  eliminating  many  booby  traps.  Areas  known  for  a 
heavy  concentration  of  booby  traps  are  cleared  on  a  daily  basis.  Fighter* 
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with  20mm  ordnance  are  permitted  to  fire  into  the  cleared  areas;  the  net 
result  has  been  the  destruction  of  many  booby  traps. 

(b)  USA?  has  flown  the  following  nisslonst 


1 

Air  strikes  requested! 

Preplanned 

428 

Immediate 

107 

B52 

_ 1 

TOTAL 

536 

2 

Air  strikes  flown! 

Preplanned 

114 

Immediate 

55 

Ship  Spots 

5 

Diverts 

37 

B52 

_ l 

TOTAL 

212 

2 

Bomb  Damage  Assessment! 

DESTROYED  DAMAGED 

Bunkers  372  170 

Fighting  Positions  -  71  11 

Hootches  6 

Sanpine  7 

Carole 
Trails 

Foot  Pridgen  2 

Military  Structures  4 

T>ri">»Ja 

En*"r/  Ptirionnel 
Secondary  Explosions 
Sutdc’ned  Fires 
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3 

475  Meters 


131 

19 


(c)  Army  Aviation!  The  Brigade  Aviation  Section  performed  missions 
during  the  period  1  February  to  30  April  1969  as  follows! 


TYPK_  AIRCRAFT  HOURS  FLOWN 


SORTIES  FLOW  PASSENGERS  TOWS  CARGO 
HAULED 


UH1 

0H6A 


1011  3905  4827  43 

1198  4249  3524  26 


The  eec t ion  continued  to  provide  Coanand  and  Control,  day  and  night  visual 
reconnaissance,  resupply  and  various  other  tactical  and  adnlnlstrativa  mis¬ 
sions.  During  the  month  of  March  the  section  performed  extensive  defoliation 
spray  missions  in  the  Brigade  AO.  The  Brigade  was  additionally  supported 
with  aviation  assets  in  the  form  of  aviation  eospanles,  gun ships  and  combat 
support  aircraft  from  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade.  Missions  performed  were* 


i,  Command  and  Control 
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£  Airmobile  AaanulXo 
2  Eagle  Flights 

lx  Troop  Extraction  and  Repositioning 
2  Aerial  Reconnalaeance 
&  Artillery  Fire  Adjustment 
2  Medical  Evacuation 
2  Radio  Relay 
2  Resupply 
IQ  People  Sniffer 

11  Psychological  Warfare  Operations  (PSTOPS) 


(l)  During  the  past  quarter,  the  2nd  Battalion,  40th  Artillery  has 
incro a nod  its  role  of  direct  support  of  the  brigade.  The  battalion  has 
expended  approximately  72,500  rounds.  This  can  be  attributed  to  the 
increased  mnebor  of  radar  sightings  end  airmobile  operations.  In  addition, 
the  firing  batteries  have  been  displaced  a  total  of  eleven  times.  Four  of 
these  displacements  have  been  in  support  of  brigade  operations  in  the  area 
of  the  Bo  Bo  Canal. 


(2)  The  majority  of  the  brigade  airmobile  operations  have  been  in  the 
Pineapple.  Thin  area  is  ideal  for  artillery  fire  because  of  the  limited  civi¬ 
lian  population.  River  operations  on  the  Vam  Co  Dong  and  adjoining  canals 
have  reoulted  in  several  contact  missions  fired  in  support  of  naval  and  army 
craft.  As  a  rosult  of  these  contacts,  waterway  target  lists  have  been 
prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  liaison  sections  with  the  maneuver  battalions 
and  the  firing  batteries.  A  continuing  increase  in  acquired  targets  reflects 
the  high  state  of  readiness  of  the  AN/TPS-25A  Radar  located  at  FSB  Barbara. 

The  "block  clearance"  procedure,  implemented  last  quarter,  has  continued  to 

be  utilized  with  increased  success.  Large  areas  are  p^e-cleared  in  the 
Pineapple  prior  to  darkness,  thus  enabling  the  immediate  delivery  of  fires 
on  acquired  or  confirmed  targets. 

(3)  A  new  Defensive  Target  (DEFTAR)  and  Defensive  Concentration  (DEFCON) 
target  list  vaa  prepared  this  quarter.  It  has  eliminated  the  excessive 
number  of  previous  targets  and  has  given  the  battalion  the  increased 
ability  to  deliver  timely  and  accurate  fires  in  support  of  the  brigade. 

p.  Transportation  and  Engineer  Operations. 
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(1)  Loglfltical  support  remains  centered  at  the  EMB  at  Camp  F ran tell - 
Jones  with  dally  resupply  being  accomplished  to  each  battalion's  forward 
FSB.  The  units  organic  resupply  capabilities  continue  to  be  augmented  by 
the  attached  151  at  Transportation  (Light  Truck  Platoon)  from  the  48th 
Transportation  Group. 

(2)  The  Brigade  recently  received  a  toted  of  6  new  Boston  Whalers 

to  be  used  on  tactical  waterborne  operations  within  the  Brigade  AD.  These 
boats  were  issued  by  the  Brigade  S-4,  and  will  be  transferred  from  unit  to 
unit  based  upon  the  tactical  requirement. 

(3)  C-round  transportation  continues  to  be  a  critical  problem  due  to 
the  scheme  of  deployment  and  the  nature  of  operations  conducted  in  the  AD. 
Task  force  size  Combined  Holding  Interrogation  Center  (CHIC)  operations 
have  necessitated  drawing  from  truck  support  elements  located  at  Trans¬ 
portation  Corps  Hill.  During  the  reporting  period,  no  major  subordinate 
units  were  displaced  outside  the  Brigade  AO. 

(4)  Issue  of  Command  Control  Items  by  G-4  USAKV  is  being  made  based 
upon  the  Equipment  Density  Report,  submitted  to  the  Brigade  S-4  not  later 
than  the  17th  of  each  month.  Accuracy  in  reporting  cannot  be  overemphasized, 
in  ordor  for  the  brigade  to  receive  its  fair  share  of  controlled  communica¬ 
tions  und  electronics  equipment. 

(5)  The  following  supplies  were  issued  by  the  7th  Support  Battalion! 

(a)  Class  I? 


l 

Tons  of  "A"  ration  issued: 

1,009 

2 

Tons  of  "C"  ration  issued: 

236 

n 

•c 

Total! 

1,246 

L 

Weekly  Average! 

104 

r 

Pounds  of  Ices 

5,450,000 

6 

Sundry  packs  issued: 

3,245 

(b)  Class  II  and  IV: 

1 

Requisitions  received: 

21,390 

2 

Requisitions  Filled  from 
stock  on  hands 

12, 144 

1 

Demand  Accomodations s 

91% 

L 

Average  number  received  per  week: 

1,780 
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(c)  Class  IIIi 

1  Gallons  Issued t  1,223,410 

2  Average  weekly  issue i  102,000 

(d)  Class  Vi 

1  Tons  drawn!  3,559.1 

Z  Average  tons  drawn  weekly!  298 

(6)  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  supply  status  of  the  Brigade,  from 
the  last  reporting  period. 

(7)  Major  items  of  supply  obtained  for  the  Brigade! 


(a)  Weapons: 

1  Rifle  M-16  91 

g  Rifle  M-14  8 

2  'Pistol  .45  cal  11 

4  Revolver  .33  cal  8 

2  M-79  36 

&  Howitzer  Ml 02  1 

2  81mm  Mortar  5 

5  4o2"  Mortar  >  1 

2  Machine  gun  M-60  6 

10  Machine  gun  and  Tripod  50  ceil  6 

11  Recoilless  rifle  90mm  1 

12,  Bayonet  Knife  325 

(b)  Mobility 

1  Boston  Whalers  6 

2  2£ton  dump  Trucks  8 

2  Truck  tank,  M49CA2,  1200  gal  2 
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1  Antenna  292  25 

£  Generator  Sets  6 

2  WDl/11*  Wire  (rolls)  140 

4  PRC-77  Radio  4 

2  PRC-25  Radio  10 

5  Radar  Set  AN/PPS-5  1 


(8)  The  following  is  a  list  of  Engineer  Construction  Activities 
in  the  EMB  from  1  February  to  30  April  1969* 

(a)  Completed  pouring  concrete  foundation ,  vertical  construction, 
electrical  installation  of  the  following  buildings* 

1  20x60  Maintenance  building  for  D  Troop,  17th  Cavalry. 

2  30x70  Brigade  Snack  Bar. 

2  20x96  BEQ  and  a  30x84  B0Q  for  Brigade  Aviation. 

4  MARS  building  in  tba  4900  block. 

fb)  Hauled  laterite  fill  and  poured  concrete  foundation  for  the  following 
buildings * 

1  5  each  20x116  BEQ  pads  for  the  3/7th  Inf  Bn. 

£  20x116  BEQ  pad  for  5/l2th  Inf  Bn. 

2  20x116  BEQ  for  87th  Engr  Co. 

(c)  Buildings  presently  under  vertical  constructions 

X  40x100  Post  Chapel. 


to  iv 

g  2Qr96  BEXJ  for  5/l2th  Inf  Bn. 


(d)  1205  Job  orders  were  processed  through  the  R&U  and  Operations 
section. 

(e)  Water  heaters  were  installed  In  the  Brigade  Officer's,  NCO  and 
EM  Clubs. 


(f)  Const ructed  bunker  towers  at  the  Hawk  Site. 

(g)  Replaced  concertina,  building  bunkers  and  constructing  be ms  for 
the  Brigade  perimeter  defense, 

(h)  Graded  and  shaped  ground  area  at  the  site  of  the  Brigade  water 
facilities. 


(i)  Installed  air  conditioning  in  the  Brigade  dispensary. 

(j)  Electrical  installation  and  finish  work  for  the  PI  Concession. 

(k)  Poured  concrete  pad  for  refrigeration  unit  for  NCO  Club. 

(l)  Moving  the  Brigade  POL  into  a  new  area  at  the  Hawk  Site. 

(m)  Surveyed  location  for  3  BEQ’s  in  the  5/ 1 2th  area. 

(n)  Grading,  shaping,  rolling,  and  penepriming  road  sections  in  the 
EMP;  repairing  and  replacing  culverts*  and  cutting  and  cleaning  ditches  for 
drainage. 

(o)  Working  on  the  secondary  electrical  system  and  preparing  buildings 
in  the  EMB  for  tie-in  with  Vinnell  Power. 

(p)  Prefabblng  building  components,  showers,  latrinee,  and  bunker  kits 
in  the  RfidJ  Yard  91  bunker  kits  were  issued  to  unite  in  the  Brigade  during 
this  period  . 

(q)  Hauled  sand,  rock,  and  laterite  to  work  sites  in  the  EMB. 

(9)  Operation  Support  in  Forward  Areas?  Various  squade  and  piecos  of 
heavy  equipment  1~'  continuous  direct  support  of  the  2/3d  Inf,  3/7th  Inf, 

4/l 2th  Inf,  5/1 2th  Inf,  2/40th  Arty,  Trp  D,  17th  Cav,  I99tn  Inf  Bde.  Pro¬ 
viding  demolition  and  mine  detector  teams  and  performing  general  engineer 
support.  Constructing  and  ropalring  bunkero,  bridgeo  both  foot  and  vehicle, 
ones  halls,  hlllcite,  rove ‘.monte,  perimeter  defense,  and  landing  pads.  Clear¬ 
ing  firing  lnnoo,  upgrading  and  conn.ructing  forward  roads,  constructing 
berms,  and  eauling  ground  matorialn  to  forward  areas. 

g-  Civii_Affajr3_n^_Prxch2lcc.UuLilih;u!fl,:iia* 
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(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  Brigade's  Civic  Action  effort 
centered  on  supporting  already  established  GVN  programs  and  further 
Implementing  these  programs  with  numerous  short  term,  high  Impact  civic 
action  projects.  As  a  result  of  the  Cornnunial  aiiackb  following  the  TET 
season,  February  1969.  the  Brigade  once  again  was  requested  to  support  housing 
reconstruction  In  the  village  of  Ho  Nai,  Blen  Hoa  Province.  Brigade  support 
was  provided  to  80  families  who  had  their  homes  completely  destroyed  during 
the  Communist  attacks.  This  support  consisted  of  10  sheets  of  roofing  tin, 

10  bags  of  cement  and  ono  truck  load  of  scrap  lumber,  provided  to  each  family. 
As  of  1  May  1969,  reconstruction  of  all  homes  had  reached  50/f  completion  with 
20  homes  completed.  The  199th  Inf  Brigade  only  provided  materials,  all 
construction  work  was  accomplished  by  homo  owners. 

(2)  During  the  reporting  period  a  civil  affairs  block  of  instruction 
was  established  at  the  brigade's  ln-country  training  center  "Redcateber" . 
During  the  class  period,  a  general  orientation  on  Vietnamese  Culture  and 
Customs  is  provided.,  Discussion  on  problems  ttiat  the  GI  may  encounter  during 
hie  contact  with  local  civilians  are  also  discussed.  Classes  at  the  train¬ 
ing  center  provide  all  newly  arrived  Brigade  personnel  with  a  US-Vietnameee 
Relations  orientation  during  their  first  week  in-country. 

(3)  English  language  classes  for  civilian  employees  were  also  estab¬ 
lished  during  the  reporting  period.  It  was  found  that  the  job  efficiency 
of  many  civilian  employees  was  boing  restricted  ea  a  result  of  their 
limited  usage  of  the  English  language.  Presently,  English  language  classes 
are  provided  to  all  interested  civilian  employees  twice  per  week  during 
duty  hours.  Approximately  85  persona  attend  classes  on  a  regular  basis. 

(4)  There  were  37  incidents  Involving  OS  personnel  and  Vietnamese 
civilians  during  the  reporting  period.  Theae  Incidents  resulted  in  the 
payment  of  a5  individuals.  Broad  catagories  of  Incidents  ares 

(a)  Firearms  accidents".  3. 

(b)  Motor  vehicles"  8, 

(cl  "Civilians  Injured  as  a  result  of  response  to  hostile  fire"*  15. 

(5)  The  Psychological  Operations  conducted  by  the  brigade  during  the 
reporting  period  continued  to  support  three  main  programs*  The  Chleu  Hoi 
Program,  and  a  program  designed  to  Install  in  the  civilian  populace  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  Government  o'"  Vietnam ,  In  addition  to  aerial  and  ground 
speaker  utilization  and  dissemination  of  leaflets,  the  brigade  distributed 
patriotic  T-Shirts  bearing  the  colors  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 

(6)  Statistical  Summary* 

(a)  Civic  Action  Projects  conducted  and  Items  distributed* 
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1  MEDCAPSl 

X  loo  lam  Dispensary*  858. 
b  Brigade  AOt  22,276. 

H  Totals  23,134. 

2  Schools! 

X  Constructed!  0. 
b  Repaired!  2. 

2,  Homes! 

X  Constructed!  5. 
b  Repaired!  80. 

4  Roadst 

X  Constructed!  0. 
b  Repaired!  2. 
b  Orphanages  Supported!  6. 
b  Bridges! 

A  Constructed!  2. 
b  Repaired!  4° 

2  Cement!  159,870  pounds, 

2  Lumber!  545,130  board  feet. 

2  Tin  Roofing!  2,276  sheets. 

.12  Gravel!  4  tons. 

11  Foodstuffs!  17,210  pound b. 

12.  Health  Items!  5,559  pounds  abap. 

13  Nallst  360  pounds. 

14  Paint!  10  gallons. 
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1.5  Whitewash!  200  pounds. 

1&  Whitewash  Brushes;  9. 

12  Candy!  644  pounds. 

12  School  Kitsi  30. 

12  Hygiene  Kits!  300. 

22  T-Shirts!  1,200. 

£1  Used  Clothings  1,035- 
22  Shower  Shoes!  10  pair. 

(b)  Psychological  Operations! 

1  Leaflets  aerially  distributed  by  supporting  unlts/by  organic  assets! 
A  Chieu  Hols  8,500,000/675,000.’’- 

Safe  Conduct  Passes!  0/8,000. 

£,  Volunteer  Information  Programs  5*600,000/150,000. 

2  Support  GVNs  912,000/340,000. 

2  Leaflets  distributed  by  hands 
a  Chieu  Hoi:  150,000. 

b  Volunteer  Information  Programs  7,000. 
a  Cordon  and  Search!  200,000. 

2,  Health  Tips?  3,960. 

2  Aerial  speaker  message  by  supporting  unit/by  organic  assets! 
a  Chieu  Hoi*  42  hours/15  hours, 
fc  Volunteer  Information  Program!  0/6  hours. 

£  Cordon  and  Search!  0/7  hours. 

2  Support  GVNi  15  hours/5  hours. 

A  Ground  speaker  messages! 
a  Chieu  Hoi!  280  hours. 
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£  Volunteer  Information  Program!  7  hours. 

4  JUSPAG  Newel  10  Hours, 
h.  Signal. 

(1)  The  Brigade  CP  remained  stationary  during  the  period.  Infantry 
Battalions  rotated  between  fire  support  bases.  The  overall  communications 
systems  remained  relatively  fixed  in  nature. 

(2)  The  communlcatli  ns  posture  on  31  January  1969  for  the  Brigade  was 
as  follows 1 

(a)  Radio  Relay  Systems. 

1  The  Radio  Relay  and  Systems  Diagram  (Incl  1 ) .  shows  tbs  systems 
utilised  to  provide  command  and  control  consnuui  cations. 

g  CMAC  operated  the  Terminal  at  their  site  and  the  199th  UB  operated 
the  remaining  stations » 

(b)  Radio 

.1  Brigade  Forward  at  FSB  Horseshoe  Bend. 

£  Brigade  Command  Net-iM  (Non-Secure) . 
to  Brigade  Secure  Net-ill  (Secure). 

£  CM/VC  Command  Net-ill  (Non-Secure). 

£  CMAC  Secure  Net-ill  (Secure). 

S,  Spare  Net-iM  (Non-Secure) . 

£  Artillery  Command  Net  for  LNO-iM  (Non-Secure). 
g  AM  Net  FM,  AM  and  UHF  (Non-Secure). 
to  Brigade  Command  Net  SSB  (Non-Secure) . 
g  Brigade  Rear  TOC  at  Camp  FrenseU-Jones. 
a  II  FFORCEV  Command  Net  f^Wh-Sacdre). 
to  II  7F0RCEV  Secure  Net  FM  (Secure)  on-call. 

£  Brigade  Command  Net  FM  (Non-Secure). 

28 

CONflD^n^L 


&  Brigade  Secure  Net  FM  (Secure). 

£  Brigade  Conmand  Net  SSB  (Non-Seeure) . 

1  Infantry  Battalions s 

A  Each  Infantry  Battalion  operated  a  Command  Net  and  a  Logistical 
Net-FM. 

t  Each  Infantry  Company  operated  a  Command  Net-FM. 

4  Artillery  Battalions 

A  The  2/ 40th  Artlllory  Battalion  operated  a  comnand  net  and  monitored 
each  firing  battery’s  net. 

£  Each  firing  battery  operated  a  Fire  Direction  Net. 

(c)  Wire* 

1  Wire  lines  were  limited  to  local  distribution  within  the  CP’s  and 
from  battalion  to  company  level  when  possible. 

£  Switchboards i 

A  Redcatcher  FVD  TOC  Switchboard  (AN/faTC-IO)  of  which  50  jacks  were 
filled,  with  a  60  line  capacity. 

&  Redcatcher  Rear  TOC  Switchboard  utilised  an  AN/faTC-7  Switchboard  with 
a  60  line  capacity,  of  which  43  Jacka  were  filled. 

£  The  Infantry  Battalions  and  the  Artillery  Battalion  utilised  the 
SB-22/PT  Switchboard  stacked  for  a  total  of  a  29  line  capacity. 

(d)  Communications  Centers* 

1.  The  Brigade  Rear  Coummlcatlons  Center  at  Camp  Frensell-Jones, 
utilizes  two  each  AN/VlGC-17' s  Teletype  Central  Office  dismounted-  The 
Coma -Center  terminated  one  FDX  from  II  FFORCEV  and  one  HDX  to  Brigade 
FVD  TOC. 

£  The  Brigade  Comm-Conter  at  FSB  Horseshoe  Bend  is  a  AN/MQC-34 
dismounted.  It  terminated  one  HDX  on  line  circuit  to  Brigade  Rear  CP  and 
one  HDX  on  line  circuit  to  CMAC. 

£  Messenger  service  was  provided  to  units  at  Camp  Frensell -Jones,  Bde 
FVD  and  Bde  Rear  with  a  stop  at  CMAC  twice  daily. 

(e)  Radio  Teletypes  A  CMAC  Radio  Teletype  Team  provides  backup  for 
the  CMAC- 199th  Inf  Bde  Teletype  System. 
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(f)  Powers  Main  power  Is  provided  by  one  30  KW  and  one  45  KW 
generator .  Backup  power  to  each  system  la  provided  by  organic  5  and  10 
KW  generators. 

1 .  Public.  Information • 

(l)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  40tH  Public  Information  Det¬ 
achment  and  attached  personnel  maintained  a  high  level  of  information 
coverage  for  the  Brigade.  During  the  quarter,  the  main  area  of  interest 
centered  on  continued  publication  of  the  Brigade  newspaper.  In  addition, 
work  vad  completed  on  the  annual  Brigade  magasine.  Projected  distribution 
date  is  around  1b  May  1ct»9.  A  special  effort  was  also  made  during  the 
quarter  to  effect  greater  assistance  to  the  battalion  information  special¬ 
ists  and  provide  better  liaieor  between  them  and  the  Information  Office. 

In  addition  to  a  thorough  briefing  by  the  Information  Officer  and  printed 
guidance,  the  information  specialists  requested  and  received  advice  of  a 
more  technical  nature  from  all  poreonnal  in  the  Information  Office.  The 
Information  Office  'on tinned  to  maintain  its  intereet  in  tho  Army  Hometown 
Newt'  Release  Program  and  showed  a  significant  improvement  in  that  area,. 

The  Information  Office  continued  to  assist  the  press  when  possible.  There 
was  a  continued  decrease  in  press  visits  due  to  a  d&£fif23iirg  emphasis  th 
the  war  by  the  various  agencies  The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  the  40th 
Public  Information  Detachment  information  activities  during  the  reporting 
period i 

(a)  News  Releasee  -  53. 

(b)  Picture  Releases  -  178. 

(c)  Hometown  Neva  Releases  -  1 ,064. 

(d)  Hometown  Picture  Releases  -  79. 

(e)  Hometown  TV  Film  Clips  -  1 . 

if)  News  Media  Visits  -  54. 

J*  StalLi' BAgg-i4iaso.lv  ■ 

(')  During  the  reporting  quarter,  this  command  paid  $1,494-27  in 
personal  property  claims  to  U.S.  military  personnel-  The  breakdown  is 
as  follows’ 


MONTH 

CLAIMS 

AMOUNT  PAID 

February 

9 

$1,078.97 

March 

2 

84.65 

April 

Jl 

_ mJii 

TOTALS 

14 

$1,494.27 

30 
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(2)  The  breakdown  of  Nonjudicial  punishment  imposed  during  the 
reporting  period  Is  as  follows t 


UNIT 

m 

MAR 

APR 

TOTAL 

2/3d 

8 

15 

5 

28 

3/7th 

12 

17 

29 

58 

i/1 2th 

11 

22 

7 

40 

5/1 2th 

9 

15 

30 

54 

2/AOth 

11 

18 

9 

38 

7th  Spt 

6 

18 

19 

43 

HHC  199th 

1 

9 

7 

17 

87th  Engr 

0 

5 

5 

10 

D  Trp,  17th 

Cav  2 

12 

6 

20 

313th  Slg 

2 

A 

5 

11 

?5th_Inf_ 

Bde  TOTALS 

62 

135 

124 

321 

(3)  Emphasis  Is  being  placed  on  1  -  It  cosnanders  to  exercise  their 
authority  UP  Art  1 5,  UCMJj  to  maintain  discipline  within  their  oomeand. 
Special  emphasis  must  be  given  to  the  expeditious  processing  of  charges 
involving  pre-trial  confinement*  The  breakdown  of  Court s^artlal  is 
belovi 

Generals  None. 

Special*  UNIT 

m 

MAS 

2SX& 

2/3d 

2 

0 

2 

4 

3/7  th 

3 

¥ 

1 

5 

9 

4/ 12th 

1 

0 

4 

5 

5/1 2th 

4 

0 

3 

7 

2/40th 

3 

1 

0 

4 

7th  Spt  2 

1 

3 

6 

31 
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87th  Engr 

0 

CONFlDcNH  HL 

0  1  1 

17th  Car 

0 

0 

0 

0 

, 

HHC,  199 

0 

0 

2 

2 

’ 

75th  Inf 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

m&Jit  j2 

£ 

J 2 

JB 

TOTALS 

15 

3 

20 

33 

Sxmmrjt  2/3d 

2 

0 

0 

2 

3/7  th 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4/1 2th 

0 

0 

0 

0 

l 

I 

5/ 1 2th 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2/40th 

0 

1 

0 

1 

7th  Spt 

0 

0 

1 

1 

87th  Engr 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17th  Car 

0 

0 

0 

0 

HHC,  199 

0 

0 

0 

o 

E 

•  75th  Inf 

0 

0 

0 

0 

\ 

fl 

£ 

£ 

£ 

f 

TOTALS 

2 

1 

4 

[ 

(4)  A  complete  breakdown  of  legal  assistance 
the  reporting  period  arc  aa  follows i 

oases  handled  during 

m 

APR  IQTAi 

i 

Adoption  and  change  of  name  1 

0 

1  2 

Cltlsenahlp 

14 

13 

4  31 

CItU  Rights 

0 

0 

0  0 

i 

Domestic  Relations 

9 

17 

19  45 

Depositions 

0 

0 

0  0 

i 

i 

) 

CONFIDENT/^ 

f 

► 

L. 

9 

i 

1 

J 

Conf/ownM- 


Non-Support 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Notarizations 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Personal  Finances  debts 

3 

4 

2 

9 

Personal  Property- 

3 

5 

4 

12 

Power  of  Attorney 

12 

12 

12 

36 

Real  Property 

5 

0 

7 

Taxation 

1 

4 

3 

8 

Torts 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Kills  and  Estates 

2 

6 

2 

10 

Miscellaneous 

& 

-52 

-52 

170 

TOTALS 

99 

126 

106 

331 

(1)  During  this  period,  four  additional  guard  towers  were  Installed  In 
the  Old  Hawk  Site  area  in  order  to  establish  sufficient  security  in  that 
recently  opened  area.  This  addition  resulted  in  a  need  for  more  Security 
Guards  and  equipment  for  this  added  commitment <,  The  need  was  promptly  met 
and  security  was  established  in  this  sector  of  Camp  Frenzell-Jonea, 

(2)  During  the  post-TET  Offensive  of  23  February  1969,  the  use  of 
Scout  Doga  woe  initiated  to  enhance  the  security  of  the  base  camp  with 
emphasis  being  placed  on  critical  areas  such  as  ammunition  dumps,  helipads, 
and  Petroleum,  Oil,  and  Lubrication  points <>  The  dogs  and  their  handlers 
were  effective  and  as  a  result  no  enemy  intrusion  was  recorded,  resulting 
in  no  injuries  or  damage a o 

(3)  Anti- intrusion  devices  were  also  installed  at  this  time*  Three 
seismograph  machines  were  placed  into  operation  at  various  points  on  the 
perimeter.  These  devices  record  any  vibration  within  a  30  yard  radius  and 
proved  to  be  a  valuable  aid  in  detecting  foreign  movements, 

(4)  Two  combined  police  Marijuana  Raida  were  conducted  during  a 
critical  drug-abuse  period  in  the  Forward  area.  The  raids  resulted  in 
the  confiscation  of  ife  pounds  of  marijuana  and  a  vast  assortment  of  United 
States  Government  property.  The  raids  were  also  effective  in  discouraging 
Off-Limits  area  violators,  in  that  six  United  States  personnel  were  appre¬ 
hended  in  these  areas  during  the  searches, 

(5)  In  conjuction  with  these  raids,  marijuana  classes  were  organized 
by  this  office  and  instruction  periods  were  .presented  to  unit  commanders  and 


troop  leaders  by  Orlmlnal  Investigators  from  the  8th  Criminal  Investigation 
Group,  Long  Binh.  The  Instruction  centered  around  narcotic  use,  procurement. 
Identification,  and  recognition.  \ 

(6)  A  Staff  Study  vae  drawn  up  by  this  office  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  an  "Amnesty  Day"  within  the  199th  Infantry  Brigade.-  This 
"Amnesty  Day"  would  afford  individuals  a  one-day  chance  to  dispose  of  nar¬ 
cotics  and/or  privately  owned  weapons  without  fear  of  any  disciplinary  action. 
It  was  further  stressed,  however,  that  after  "Amnesty  Day",  strict  sur¬ 
veillance  and  disciplinary  reprisals  would  be  taken  againBt  any  offenders. 

(7)  Highway  TL  -10,  a  greatly  traveled  thoroughfare,  running  from 
Highway  QL^4  to  the  Korean  Road,  north  of  Fire  Support  BaBe  Horseshoe  Bend 
was  placed  off-limits  to  all  199th  vehicles,  3/4  ton  and  over,  by  this 
office.  Dp  to  this  time,  this  road  had  been  a  primary  convoy  route  leading 
from  Saigon  to  FSB  Stephanie,  and  because  of  its  congestion  and  narrow 
driving  lanes,  many  traffic  accidents  resulting  in  injury,  death  and 
serious  damage  wore  regularly  occurring  along  this  roadway.  The  convoy 
route  was  re-established  from  Tan  Son  Nhut  Air  Base  diroctly  down  the 
Korean  Road  to  FSB  Stephanie,  moulting  in  a  major  roductlon  of  ufoM/Vus 
traffic  accidents  In  the  forward  areas. 

(8)  A  proposal  vno  submitted  by  this  office  to  begin  a  changeover 
within  the  Security  Guard  Platoon.  The  objective  stroosod  in  this  change¬ 
over  would  be  to  release  11B  M0S  personnel  to  their  respective  units  and 
replace  them  with  qualified  95B  KOS  personnel.  The  suggestion  was  approved 
and  at  this  time,  USARV  io  routing  95B  MOS  personnel  to  this  Brigade  for 
assigned  duty  with  the  Security  Guard  Platoon.  A  Military  Police  Officer 
in  the  re.nk  of  Captain  wan  placed  in  charge  of  the  Security  Guard  with  his 
additior/^L  duty  as  Physical  Security  Officer  for  the  IMB. 

\ 

(9)  An  aggressive  shakedown  policy  was  initiated  at  the  Brigade 
Civilian  Labor  Point  in  an  effort  to  curb  an  increasing  amount  of  Military 

^..Payment  Certificates  and  rationed  items  leaving  this  base  camp.  A  police¬ 
woman  was  procurred  for  a  club  girl  shakedown  at  night,  which  proved  very 
successful.  Also,  very  thorough  spot  checks  on  Concessionaires  uncovered 
hundreds  of  dollars  of  rationed  and  Post  Exchange  items,  which  are  sold 
on  the  Black  Market. 

(10)  A  Kit  Careon  Scout  was  assigned  for  duty  with  the  Headquarters 
Platoon  (Military  Police)  for  use  in  the  forward  areas.  He  will  assist 
the  Military  Police  in  patrols,  checkpoints,  cordon  and  searches,  and  the 
handling  of  PMa.  He  is  also  a  valuable  asset  to  the  MPs  during  convoy 
and  escort  duty  through  critical  tactical  areas. 

( 1 1 )  A  Staff  Study  was  initiated  by  this  office  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  controls  over  Vietnamese  civilians  either  living  or  employed 
at  FSB  Horseshoe  Bond,  the  idea  of  establishing  a  civilian  labor  point 

pasa  system  in  accordance  with  USARV  Reg  190-20.  A  cordon  operation  was  also 
suggested,  by  this  offico,  in  order  to  round-up  any  Vietnamese  personnel 
not  authorised  in  that  area  and  to  confiscate  any  government  or  other 
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unauthorized  property.  The  Staff  Study  van  approved  and  a  cordon  was 
executed  within  the  Fiehnet  Compound.  It  resulted  in  the  detention  of  two 
draft  dodgers  and  confiscation  of  a  vast  assortment  of  government 
property. 

l.  QhaplaAn  AqUtUIm* 

(1)  ’.'he  Chaplains  of  the  199th  Infantry  Brigade  continue  to  contact 
more  services  per  week  than  the  average  of  any  other  unit  in  II  Field 
Force.  The  average  number  of  services  per  week  per  Chaplain  in  USARV 
was  6.5  for  Feb,  Mar,  and  Apr  1969.  The  average  number  of  services  per 
week  per  Chaplain  for  the  199th  LIB  was  10.2. 

(2)  The  religious  coverage  for  the  199th  LIB  includes  the  reports  of 
assigned  Catholic  and  Protestant  Chaplains.  Additional  coverage  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  Chaplains  in  the  Long  Binh  and  Saigon  area.  This  includes  lavish 
service e  and  numerous  Protestant  denominational  services.  Whether  in  base 
camps  or  in  the  field,  brigade  personnel  have  an  opportunity  to  attend  a 
Protestant  or  Catholic  service  each  week.  Special  emphasis  was  given  to 
religious  coverage  during  the  Easter  Season.  By  coordination  with  Brigade 
Aviation,  helicopters  were  made  available  to  Chaplains.  A  total  of  38 
services  were  held  on  Easter  Sunday.  Each  company  size  unit  had  Catholic 
and  Protestant  services  Easter  Day.  Memorial  Services  were  held  in  each 
unit  sustaining  losses  of  personnel  as  a  result  of  combat.  Counselling, 
orientations,  visits  to  hospitals  and  stockade  facilities  and  active 
participation  in  field  exercises  by  unit  Chaplains  increased  the  rapport 
between  the  Chaplains  and  their  men.  The  Easter  and  Passover  Season  gave 
great  emphaalB  to  the  religious  program.  Each  Chaplain  participated  in  a 
Sunrise  Easter  service  and  continued  with  religious  services  throughout 
the  duy„  Military  guests  vore  Chaplain  (COL)  Joseph  Gefoll  and  Chaplain 
(LTC)  John  Logan  both  of  II  Field  Forces. 

(3)  Statistical  report,  for  porlod  1  February  -  30  Aprils 


ATTENDANCE 

Number  of  Services 

584 

13,488 

Memorial  Services 

40 

2,296 

Orientations 

12 

1,742 

Hospital 

147 

1,402 

Counselling  Cases  1 

,058 

Letters  to  Churches 

456 

Letters  of  Condolence 

59 

m.  SyxKSgflLA£.U7lUgg« 

(1)  The  health  of  the  command  shove  an  average  admission  rate  of 
13l/l 000/annum  and  a  dally  non-effectiveness  in  respect  to  siok  days  as 
an  average  of  270  per  month.  These  ratos  are  considerably  lover  than 
last  quarter.  The  primary  decrease  was  noted  In  the  decline  of  skin  and 
cellular  tissue  disease, 

(2)  The  malaria  rate  has  decreased  sharply  to  an  average  of  8  cases 
per  month.  This  reflects  the  efforts  of  commanders  to  Insure  that  their 
personnel  take  the  malaria  tablets  provided  for  their  use, 

(3)  The  incidence  of  diarrhea  increased  from  an  average  19/l000/annum 
last  quarter  to  25/ 1 000/annum  this  reporting  period.  To  reduce  the  diarrhea 
rate,  more  emphasis  must  be  placed  on  improvement  of  sanitation  conditions 
in  the  field. 

(4)  During  this  quarter  the  venereal  disease  rate  decreased  from  191 
cases  per  month  to  104  cases  per  month.  This  decline  can  be  attributed  to 
command  emphasis  on  means  of  reducing  the  incidence  of  VJ).  such  as  making 
certain  area a  "off-limits"  to  troops,  the  use  of  V.D,  lectures  by  the 
Battalion  Surgeons  in  the  field  and  by  making  certain  that  mechanical 
prophylactics  (condoms)  are  made  available  through  unit  facilities, 

(5)  Skin  and  Cellular  disease  decreased  from  247  oases  per  month 
during  the  previous  period  to  126  cases  per  month  for  the  present  reporting 
period.  The  reduction  of  inundated  areas  during  the  dry  season  can  he 
directly  toaponslble  for  the  decreased  rate  of  skin  disease. 

(6)  The  hepatitis  rate  remained  stable  einoe  the  laet  quarterly 
report.  The  avertge  number  of  cases  reported  remained  at  4  cases  per 
month , 

(7)  Rodent  control  vithin  the  fire  support  bases  and  company  areas 

in  the  field  continues  to  be  a  problem,  A  total  of  56  bites  vere  reported 
this  quarter.  The  bites  consisted  of  26  dog  bitee,  29  rat  bites  and  one  mon¬ 
key  bite, 

(8)  Imprc/ed  mess  facilities  vere  constructed  and  vere  in  the  process 
of  being  constructed  at  all  the  artillery  fire  support  bases  during  this 
quarter. 

2«  (C)  Section  2.  Lessons  Lew.-neds  Commander's  Observations.  Evalu- 

tUapa*.  janl  « 

a.  Personnel » 

(1)  Urinary  testing  for  chlorooulne  In  personnel  contracting  maUrla 
fl&acLi&ata.  «LtttaftPSfl„.a£  ..tfta  • 
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Co/onbBAfrifiL 

(a)  Observation!  Troops  in  the  field  frequently  "forget*  or  neglect 
to  take  their  weekly  Chloroquine-f rimaquine  tablet.  Some  individuals  have 
stomach  cramps  and/or  diarrhea  when  taking  the  tablet.  By  random  testing 
of  units  for  chloroquine  residual,  many  units  in  Vietnam  have  reduced 
their  malaria  rate.  Individuals  will  take  the  tablet  for  fear  of  the 
consequences  of  having  a  negative  urine  test. 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  use  of  the  urinary  chloroquine  residual  test  has 
helped  reduce  the  incidence  of  malaria  in  field  troops. 

(c)  Recosisendations!  Commanders  make  use  of  the  urine  test  for 
chloroquine  residual  as  a  means  to  insure  that  their  personnel  are  taking 
the  Chloroquine-Prlmaquine  tablet. 

(2)  Purchase  of  locally  prepared  food  and  drinks  from  Peddlers,  vendors 

flD<j-S&^B-fQlla^ra_hag-gaupe!d_a.-gflpgidfirate-3.ngfeaae-iO-the-rate-a3LheBa=: 

(a)  Observations  Troops  operating  in  the  field  have  purchased  food 
and  drinks  from  peddlers,  vendors  and  camp  followers.  Some  of  these 
peddlers  are  vory  ingenious  and  oven  use  sampans  to  reach  troopB  in 
Inundated  areas.  Since  these  indlgonious  personnel  are  in  many  cases  car¬ 
rier!  of  hepatitis  and  use  non-potable  ice  or  food,  t.hoy  ore  definite  sources 
of  infections  for  US  Troops.  Thoro  is  no  nocensity  for  purchase  of  those 
items  as  the  food  and  water  supply  is  more  than  adequate  and  a  little  self- 
discipline  on  the  individuate  involved  is  required,  bo  anyone  can  survive 
for  several  days  without  food  and  water  and  thus  avoid  the  possibility  of 
contracting  hepatitis. 

(h)  Evaluation:  The  purchase  of  food  and  drinks  from  peddlers,  vendors 
and  camp  followers  is  a  real  and  potential  hazard  to  US  Personnel. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  command  emphasis  be  made  to  keep  peddlers, 
vendors  and  camp  followers  out  of  FoBs  and  PBs  and  inform  all  US  Personnel 
of  the  hazard  involved  in  purchasing  food  and  drinks  from  the  local  economy. 

b.  Operations- 

(i)  BateUB&gn. .Saras maalaaa laairiagJBl  Ssltsastaa* 

(a)  Observations  A  method  of  preventing  defoliant  spray  from  fogging 
the  windshield  of  the  spray  helicopter  and  causing  dizziness  and  headaches 
among  the  crew. 

(b)  Evaluation!  During  defoliation  missions  utilizing  the  UHl  heli¬ 
copter,  fogging  of  the  windshield  and  the  pilots  visors  was  a  matter  of 
great  concern.  The  crevs  also  complained  of  dizziness  and  headaches  after 
about  one  hour  of  spray  operation.  A  solution  to  the  problem  was  found 
by  snapping  a  poncho  between  the  cockpit  and  the  remaining  cabin  area. 

The  snaps  provided  on  tho  aircraft  iinaediately  back  of  and  overhead  of 
tho  pilot/co-pilot  will  accomodate  the  snaps  of  the  poncho.  This  success¬ 
fully  prevented  the 'spray  from  entering  the  cockpit  area. 
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(c)  Recommendation t  That  the  use  of  a  poncho  or  o' 
tain  be  a  requirement  on  all  spray  missions  involving  UH1 


er  suitable  cur- 
aircraft. 


(2)  Very  High  Frequency,  iVHFLQEeratlQnfl. 

(a)  Observation!  VHP  communications  are  point-to-point  in  nature. 

(b)  Evaluations  The  AN/MRC-112,  utilising  the  ground  plane  antenna, 
obtains  weak  radio  signals  when  receiving  transmissions  from  a  source  lo¬ 
cated  more  than  20  miles  away  over  flat  terrain.  Radio  signals  were  much 
stronger  when  the  ground  plane  antenna  waB  replaced  by  a  directional  an¬ 
tenna.  Use  of  the  directional  antenna  with  the  VHF  system  on  all  opera¬ 
tions  outside  the  199th  AO  has  resulted  in  excellent  communications. 


(c)  That  the  directional  antenna  with  the  VHF  system  be  used  on  all 
operations  outside  the  199th  AO. 


(a)  Observation!  Electrical  wires  from  claymore  mines  are  frequently 
damaged  by  rodents. 


(b)  Evaluation!  Recently  a  US  ambush  attempted  to  engage  3  VC  with 
an  emplaced  claymore.  The  claymore  would  not  detonate?  consequently  the 
VC  wore  engaged  with  small  arms  fire.  Once  the  engagement  was  terminated, 
the  claymore  was  inspected  to  determine  the  reasons  for  the  malfunction. 
It  was  discovered  that  rata  had  chewed  the  claymore  wires  in  half. 


(c)  Recommendations* 


1  That  claymore  wires  be  checked  as  often  as  the  tactical  situation  will 
permit  o 

&  That  the  claymore  wires  be  emplaced  under  water  whenever  possible. 

2  That  some  type  of  rodent  repellent  be  developed  to  deter  wire 
chewing  by  rats. 

(4)  Basgimftlgg&QSS-grl2r-tQ-Cgxd,2n-apd_g9argb_0pgrfltj:gPB» 

(a)  Observation*  Cordon  and  Search  Operations  of  large  areas  require 
detailed  reconnaissance  prior  to' initiating  the  operation. 

(u)  Evaluation*  Elements  of  the  199th  LID  and  the  5th  Ranger  Group 
(ARVN)  during  Operations  STRANGLER  I,  cordoned  an  area  consisting  of  eight 
grid  Bquares.  A  cordon  force  equivalent  to  four  US  Infantry  Battalions 
was  employed  to  seal  off  the  area  of  operation.  PlanB  for  the  cordon  were 
developed  within  a  limited  time  period  and  the  selection  of  the  initial 
operating  positions  had  to  be  made  from  map  reconnaissance  alone.  During 
the  operation  it  was  found  that  a  large  portion  of  the  cordon  area  was 
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uninhabited  and  contained  a  we  tilth  of  hiding  places  for  the  enemy.  A 
more  comprehensive  reconnaissance  had  been  needed  in  order  to  effectively 
position  the  operating  elements.  A  greater  effective  coverage  of  the 
area  vith  a  ouch  reduced  force  could  have  resulted  with  a  more  intelligent 
selection  of  positions  for  the  operating  elements. 

(c)  Recommendations* 

1  Areas  targeted  for  Cordon  and  Search  Operations  be  reconned  by 
air  one  to  three  weeks  in  advance  of  operation. 

£  Air  photo  missions  be  utilized  to  photograph  numerous  target 
areas  and  filed  so  as  to  be  available  for  reference  when  a  particular 
area  is  selected  . 


2  Cordon  and  Search  Operations  not  be  planned  strictly  from  map 
recon. 

( 5 )  Qrgund_Cgpfa\inlcatlQ.na_with-Ll.ght_g3.re_Teaa * 

(a)  Observation:  That  when  employing  Light  Fire  Team  in  support  of 
a  aquad  size  or  platoon  size  unit,  the  Light  Fire  Team  ehould  operate  on 
the  internal  radio  frequency  of  the  unit  on  the  ground. 

(b)  Evaluation*  When  a  Light  Fire  Team  is  employed  in  support  of  a 
small  unit  on  the  ground  (aquad  or  platoon)  the  problem  of  what  radio 
frequency  the  LFT  ehould  be  on  arises.  Operating  under  the  premise  that 
the  ground  element  should  control  tho  LFT  directly,  the  question  arises 
whether  the  LFT  should  be  on  the  battalion  frequency,  or  the  LFT  operate 
on  the  company  internal  frequency.  Both  methods  have  been  tried  and  both 
work  satisfactorily  in  controlling  the  LFT.  However,  when  a  unit  in 
contact  is  on  the  battalion  frequency  it  tends  to  tie  up  the  battalion 
command  net  completely,  and  'interfere  with  other  operations  that  may  be 
in  progress.  The  best  method  is  to  have  the  LFT  operate  on  the  company 
internal  frequency  and  talk  directly  to  the  unit  on  the  ground.  If 
there  nre  units  from  more  than  one  company  in  the  area,  the  LFT  should 
remain  on  the  battalion  frequency  until  all  element s  have  been  identi¬ 
fied  visually  by  the  LFT  and  the  LFf  then  goes  to  the  frequency  of  the 
unit  in  contact.  Should  the  battalion  need  to  contact  the  LFT  directly 
for  employment  elsewhere  or  to  give  other  instructions,  it  can  be 
contacted  on  the  company  internal  frequency. 


(c)  Recommondatlon*  That  the  LFT  operate  on  the  company  internal 
frequency  when  email  units  are  in  contact.  When  elements  of  more  than 
ono  ccmpany  are  involved,  the  LFT  remains  on  the  battalion  net  until 
identification  of  all  units  on  the  ground  is  established,  and  then  goes 
*to  the  frequency  of  tho  unit  in  contact. 

t  (6)  Ficld_Artlllerg_nif*ltal  Automatic  Computer, iFADACl. 


CON  FIDf/WM 

(a)  Observation!  Constant  operation  of  the  FADAC  for  extended 
perioda  of  time  causes  overheating  and  results  in  the  production  of 
incorrect  data* 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  FADAC  was  giving  vrong  data  on  numerous  occasions 
after  long  periods  of  continuous  operation.  It  was  determined  by  trial 
and  error  that  the  machine  was  overheating  if  allowed  to  operate  con¬ 
tinuously  for  time  periods  over  four  hours  in  duration.  The  overheating 
resulted  in  the  production  of  incorrect  data  by  the  computer.  When  the 
FADAC  wa3  allowed  to  cool  down  for  1 5  minutes  after  every  four  hours  of 
continuous  operation,  the  machine  cooled  off  sufficiently  and  functioned 
correctly. 

(c)  Recommendations  Field  Artillery  Digital  Automatic  Computers  that 
are  forced  to  operate  continuously  over  extended  time  periods  should  be 
shut  down  to  allow  the  computer  to  cool  off  after  each  four  hours  of 
operation.  The  cooling  off  interval  should  be  at  least  15  minutes, 

( 7 )  gQQby-Tpmja_nearJ,.irg-guPJ29ri_PQfgi?! 

(a)  Observation!  Patrols  are  initiated  on  a  daily  basis  from  each 
of  tho  fire  support  bases. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Patrols  loaving  and  entering  fire  bases  use  frequently 
traveled  paths  and  dikes  that  lie  adjacent  to  the  fire  bases.  Soldiers 
have  triggered  booby  trap  devices  as  close  as  100  meters  to  the  fire  base. 
Booby  trap  devices  are  being  placed  by  the  VC  on  frequently  traveled  dikes 
and  paths  to  catch  the  soldier  who  believes  that  these  areas  are  free  of 
obstacles  since  they  are  so  close  to  the  fire  base. 

(c)  Recommendation!  That  local  security  patrols  be  sent  out  daily, 
at  first  ligbt,  to  inspect  the  area  around  the  protective  wire  and  the 
trails  that  lead  to  and  from  the  fire  base. 

(8)  c&majolfisiifiDa- 

(a)  Observation:  Excessive  interference  on  the  firing  battery  fire 
direction  frequency. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Many  operations  are  Initiated  outside  of  the  Bde's 
AD  which  require  displacement  of  the  artillery  firing  batteries  in  order 
to  adequately  support  the  ground  troops.  When  the  firing  battery  is  co¬ 
located  with  other  US  units  operating  on  similar  radio  frequencies,  there 
is  excessive  radio  interference  and  serious  overriding  which  requires 
continuous  changing  of  the  battery's  radio  frequency  in  order  to  maintain 
communication  with  the  battery  supporting  and  supported  elements. 

(c)  Recommendation!  That  at  least  two  alternate  frequencies  be  pro¬ 
vided  to  batteries  that  are  displaced  outside  of  their  main  area  of  Opera¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  increase  their  chances  of  being  able  to  have  a  frequency 
that  does  not  coincide  with  friendly  units  In  the  area. 
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(9) 


6WIDFMTUL 


(a)  Observations  Herbicide  "white"  waa  utilised  to  defoliate  nipa 
pain  growing  in  swampy  areas  along  canals  and  streams. 

(b)  Evaluations  Herbicide  "white"  was  applied  to  nipa  palm  in  varying 
concentrations  from  "\%  to  100!it.  Differentiation  between  the  defoliation 
effect  accomplished  by  the  different  concentrations  of  herbicide  could 

not  be  established.  It  appears  that  the  herbicide  "white*  acts  very  slowly 
on  nipa  palm  in  its  defoliation  function.  The  defoliation  of  nipa  palm 
growing  in  swampy  areas,  with  herbicide  "white",  is  a  slow  process  Areas 
that  were  sprayed  in  the  early  morning  Just  after  daylight  seemed  to  be 
affoctcd  by  the  herbicide  much  more  t.hnn  areas  sprayed  in  the  afternoon. 
Spraying  operations  are  now  being  done  in  the  morning.  The  heat  of  the 
any  allowed  too  much  of  the  herbicide  to  evaporate  before  it  could  have 
any  offect  on  the  nipa  palm.  Danger  from  enomy  fire  during  hours  of  darkness 
preclulos  spraying  herbicide  in  the  evening  or  during  the  night. 

(c)  Recommendation i  That  herbicides  be  sprayed  during  the  morning  hours 
for  greater  effect  on  nipa  palm  -  Further  recommend  that  a  faster  acting 
herbicide  be  procured  for  uao  on  nipa  palm. 

( 1 0)  Ep.plflceront  of  Trip  Hsrea 

(a)  Observations  When  trip  flares  burn,  their  high  intensity  light 
EaV.es  it  difficult  to  see  anything  behind  them.  Observation  is  best  in 
the  areas  in  front  of  the  flare  and  out  to  the  sides. 

(b)  Evaluations  Standard  methods  of  emplacinr  triD  flares  call  for  the 
wire  to  run  out  to  the  oide  of  the  flare,  parallel  o  the  friendly  position. 
Someone  tripping  the  flare  Be rely  has  to  back  u>  .  lie  down,  and  detect¬ 
ion  is  very  difficult. 

(c)  Recommendations  Trip  flare a  be  emplaced  with  the  trip  wire 
running  either  diagonally  toward  the  position  or  straight  toward,  the 
position  and  then  parallel  to  it.  (See  Figure  l) 


Figure  1 . 


J 


1  O  =Flares 

— =1>lp  Ulr* 


(a)  Observations  Howitser  position  walls  built  out  of  (munition 
boxes  often  split  and  collapse  under  the  shock  caused  by  firing  the  howitser. 

(b)  Evaluations  The  boxes  crack  on  the  inside  wall  unless  interlocked 
and  braced  to  disperse  the  shock. 
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(o)  Recommendation!  Parapet  mils  be  built  in  a  square  formation  for 
maximum  interlocking  strength  and  the  inside  be  braced  with  plyvuod,  PSP, 
or  separate  boards. 


(12)  Firing  Platform  for  Hi 01  Series  Howitzer. 

(a)  Observation!  When  an  artillery  battery  utilising  the  M101  series, 
1C5mm  towed  howitzer,  airaobiles  into  an  unimproved  area,  it  often  finds 
that  the  condition  of  the  ground  is  not  suitable  to  support  a  weapons  of 
this  type  tinder  sustained!  operations  due  to  high  moisture  content  of  the 
soil. 


(b)  Evaluation!  During  firing,  the  weapon  will  begin  to  settle  through 
the  dried  crust  of  the  soil,  and  the  wheels  will  become  eo  mired  that  the 
weapon  will  be  forced  out  of  lay  or  that,  when  a  change  in  azimuth  ia  requi¬ 
red,  the  crew  will  be  unable  to  shift  trails.  This  condition  greatly  de¬ 
creases  the  efficiency  and  reaction  time  of  the  firing  battery. 

(c)  Recommendation!  At  least  four  pieces  of  perforated  steel  planking 
should  be  attached  to  the  trails  of  the  weapon  during  airmobile  operations 
of  thio  type  to  provide  a  firing  platform  immediately  upon  implacement  of 
tho  weapon. 

( 1 3 )  Fira_c.QDtral.qf  LZ. Preparation a . 

(a)  Observation!  It  is  of  primary  importance  to  be  able  to  place 
the  first  element  on  the  ground  as  soon  as  possible  after  completion  of 
the  Artillery  Preparation.  This  requires  very  close  coordination  between 
the  Arty  Liaison  Officer  and  the  Airmobile  Company.  The  length  of  the 
preparation  may  vary  with  different  units  and  various  other  factors.  Thus 
at  beat,  only  an  estimation  of  total  time  for  the  preparation  Can  be  given. 
This  is  not  satisfactory  in  maintaining  continuity  of  the  operation. 

(b)  Evaluation?  Countdowns  to  "t.U  roundr.  on  ground  and  tubes  clear" 
have  been  used  recently  by  the  4/l2th  Inf  and  the  supporting  fire  units  on 
landing  zone  preparations.  By  using  this  method,  the  Arty  Liaison  Officer 
informs  the  fire  units  "4  minutes  to  all  rounds  on  the  ground  from  now". 

Tine  announced  can  be  adjusted  according  to  expected  length  of  preparation. 
The  firing  element  then  controls  the  remainder  of  the  count  down.  Using 
sore  than  one  fire  unit  requires  the  LUO  to  designate  the  unit  to  continue 
the  count  down.  All  other  fire  units  will  control  their  fires  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  countdown  of  the  designated  unit.  The  last  rounds  fired  will 
be  at  time  of  flight  of  rounds  in  the  countdown.  Thia  enables  a  volume  of 
fire  to  be  sustained  to  the  finalization  of  the  preparation.  The  Airmobile 
Company  can  lift  ships  on  final  approach  to  the  LZ  at  the  proper  time,  thus 
enabling  troops  to  be  on  the  ground  within  a  matter  of  seconds  rather  than 
a  substantial  time  lapse  existing. 

(e)  Recommendation!  It  la  recommended  that  this  method  of  firing  of 
LZ  Preparations  be  adopted  throughout  the  Brigade.  It  has  been  proven 
effective  with  the  infantry  units  and  the  Airmobile  Companies  that  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  work  with  thio  system. 
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(U)  Brlflttrtg  Personnel  should  not  talk  to  unaccompanied  press. 

(a)  Observation!  Seemingly  harmless  statements  to  the  various  media 
can  and  have  had  much  wider  and  more  harmful  ramifications  than  imagined 
at  the  time. 

(b)  Evaluations  It  is  not  a  new  lesson  to  be  learned.  Other  units 
in  Vietnam  have  had  many  chances  to  learn  the  lesson.  The  199th  is  not 
often  guilty  of  this  broach  of  good  sense.  But  in  late  January,  1969, 
the  Brigade  was  involved  in  a  contact  in  t.he  area  of  "Parrot's  Beak"  of 
the  Vam  Co  Dong  Rivor.  A  reporter  from  one  of  the  major  wire  services 
heard  about  it  and,  being  familiar  with  the  area,  drove  to  a  199th  fire 
support  base.  Once  there,  ho  obtained  entry  and  contacted  the  S-3  of  the 
battalion  involved  in  tho  contact..  Although  there  was  no  escort  from  ths 
Information  Office,  the  battalion  S-3  talkod  frooly  of  eneiqy  troop 
"strengths",  unit  designations,  friendly  strengths  and  on-going  operations 
in  the  area  of  contact.  Tho  problem  was  that  the  newsman  was  talking  of 
one  thing  and  the  staff  officer  was  speaking  in  quite  larger  terms.  If 
an  Information  Office  escort  had  boon  there,  a  clarification  could  have 
been  made.  The  Information  Office  ‘iad  maintained  constant  survelllence 
of  the  contact.  Information  was  updated  hourly  or  as  It  became  available 
by  the  Brigade  S-2  and  S-3.  Without  this  clarification,  however,  the 
newsman  published  the  information  he  had  received  from  the  battalion  ataff 
officer.  The  figures  cited  ranged  from  being  relatively  accurate  to 
approximately  twice  the  size^  of  the  boat  available  Intelligence  estimates. 
The  article  was  published  by  both  wire  services  throughout  the  O.S.  and 

in  two  of  Saigon's  largest  papers.  The  results  were  phone  calls  from  the 
Pentagon  to  MACV  j-3  wanting  to  know  why  It  had  not  been  informed  of  large 
enemy  forces  moving  on  Saigon.  Subsequent  queries  were  made  to  MACOI  and 
the  (KAO  10. 

(c)  Recommendation:  All  responsible  individuals  at  all  levels  should 
become  familiar  with  Brigade  Regulation  360-1.  The  guideline  is?  Do  not 
talk  to  the  press  at  any  time  unless  an  Information  Office  representative 
is  present. 

(15)  cjiojTiaipfl^ruxaafli.  aoxiUBS n_!XJi9.1As.9iiksrg^r§^ds-avaUaag-jig. 

IhSEU 


(a)  Observation:  The  period  of  this  report,  which  Includes  Easter  -  the 
most  important  religious  season  of  the  Christian  year,  has  been  thu  most 
productive  for  chaplains'  activities  during  the  fiscal  year. 

(b)  Evaluation:  A  principal  factor  in  the  success  of  the  Chaplains  of 
the  199th  LIB  has  been  the  availability  of  helicopter  transportation.  With¬ 
out  such  transportation  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  reach  so  many  men 
with  services. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  the  program  of  Holy  week  services  and  Easter 
Services  be  duplicated  next  year.  That  a  helicopter  again  be  made  available 
for  Chaplains  next  Easter. 
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o*  IzainiDS 

(1 )  Booby. Tran  Training. 


(a)  Obflorvatlon:  Rooby  trap  training  in  the  brigade  AD  ie  being  con¬ 
ducted  to  acquaint  individual  ooldiere  with  techniquee  of  enemy  employ¬ 
ment,  and  methods  of  detection  and  destruction. 


(b)  Evaluation:  Experience  has  shown  that  the  response  to  instruction 
is  mo vo  favorable  and  student  participation  more  enthusiastic  when  instruct¬ 
ion  is  oriented  towards  instilling  confidence  in  being  able  to  detqpt  and 
neutralise  enemy  booby  traps,  rather  t>»*m  creating  an  atmosphere  of  fear. 

(c)  Recommendations  That  instruction  pertaining  to  eneny  capabilities, 
particularly  employment  of  hooby  traps,  be  given  in  areas  similar  to  those 
encountered  lr  the  unit's  AO,  theroby  enhancing  the  individual  soldior's 
confidence  in  his  ability  to  accomplish  his  mission. 


d. 


None , 


( ' )  Sampan 

(a)  Observatloni  Sampans  have  been  used  by  the  Brigade  units  to  move 
supplies,  equipment,  and  personnel, 

(b)  Evaluations  The  geographical  location  of  the  199th  1IB' s  present 
AO  has  required  the  use  of  water  transportation  during  many  of  its  movements 
of  supplies,  equipment  and  porsonnol.  The  brigade  purchased  a  small 
number  of  sampans  for  study  and  evaluation.  The  following  observations 
have  boen  made’ 


1  Sampans  are  extremuly  valuable  for  use  in  searching  canal  banks, 
crossing  small  canals,  el  lent  lnterti  •:;*  of  APs  along  canal  or  email 
streams,  and  resupply  in  areas  inaccessible  to  deep  draught  boats. 

g  Sampan 3  are  not  suitable  for  uee  In  deep  water  or  ewift  flowing 
streams,  and  rivers  unless  they  have  a  motor.  Sampans  are  extremely  vul¬ 
nerable  to  small  arms  fire  and  are  easily  eapsised  if  not  handled  correctly. 

i  New  sampans  are  prone  to  leak, 

(o)  Recommendations t 

X  That  sampans  be  used  in  searching  canal  banka,  crossing  small 
canals,  silent  Insertions  of  AFs  along  canal4  and  small  streams,  and  re¬ 
supply  in  areas  inaccessible  to  deep  draught  boats. 

£  That  motors  should  be  purchased  for  each  sampan. 


2  That  new  sampans  should  bet 


4  Painted  a  non-re fleet i vs  color  (green)  to  preserve  the  wood  and 
provide  nose  camouflage . 

Jj  Checked  to  insure  that  all  seams  are  properly  caulked. 

£  Modified  such  that  a  protective  floor  is  installed  in  the  bottom 
of  each  sampan  to  prevent  damage  from  heavy  equipment  or  rough  treatment. 

&  Sunk  with  rocks  for  2-3  days  to  allow  the  seams  to  swell  and  become 
water-tight. 


(a)  Observation!  Stockpiling  of  certain  Class  V  Items  was  causing 
shortages  within  the  Brigade  which  could  be  alleviated  by  proper  control 
and  supervision. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Recently  this  command  has  exceeded  Itr  monthly  ASR 
on  a  recurring  basis)  a  major  contributing  factor  was  the  stockpiling  of 
Class  V  assets  during  the  last  three  daye  of  the  ASR  period.  Institution 
of  proper  control  has  successfully  eliminated  this  problem. 

(c)  Recommendations  That  units  continue  to  draw  ASR  items  from  the  3d 
Ordnance  Battalion  paly  on  an  as  needed  ba&is,  avoiding  all  attempts  to 
stockpile,  since  depleting  on  hand  assets  at  3d  Ordnance  Battalion  will  only 
increase  the  number  of  Class  V  items  for  the  following  month,  and  decrease 
the  Brigade's  over-ell  allocation. 

to  Oxgttaiza£lQa°  None 

go 

(i) 

(a)  Observation*  The  brigade  conducted  horning  operations  during  the 
period  8  March  through  12  March  1969  in  order  to  remove  nipa  palm  from 
strategic  areas  along  canals  and  streams.  Fifty-five  gallon  drums  of  gaso¬ 
line  were  '  Vfted  to  the  nipa  palm  areas  by  a  CH47  helicopter.  The 
individual  . . .ponoible  for  engaging  the  loading  sling  with  the  helicopter 
was  frequently  knocked  down  by  an  electrical  shock. 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  drums  produced  the  dangerous  shock  only  during 
hook  up  of  the  sling  with  the  aircraft.  Only  drums  that  had  been  heated  up 
by  the  sun  produced  the  electrical  shock.  The  drums  produced  no  shock  when 
lifted  early  in  the  morning  or  late  in  the  evening. 

(o)  Recommendation*  Transportation  of  sling  loaded  drums  of  gasolino 
by  helicopter  should  take  place  early  in  the  morning  before  tho  gasoline 
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drums  heat  up,  thereby  eliminating  the  electrical  ehocJc  and  danger  to 
personnel. 


1  Incl  vredESIC  E.  DAVISON 

1.  Radio  Relay  Diagram  Brigadier  General,  DSA 

Commanding 
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AVFBC-RE-K  let  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Headquarters,  199th  Infantry  Brigade 
For  Period  Ending  JO  April  1969,  P.CS  CSFOR-65 ,  TJIC  WFBDAB 

BA,  HQ  n  FPORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  9626 6  15  J UN  1969 

THRUi  Commanding  General*  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96575 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-ET,  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Forte  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D,C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  reviev/ed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report  - 
lessons  Learned  of  the  199th  Infantry  Brigade  for  the  period  ending 
30  April  1969,  with  the  following  exception.  Roferonco  paragraph  2b (6). 
Nonconcur.  The  TJiHP  indicator  liglit  blinks  when  the  operating  temperature 
is  not  correct.  Should  any  indication  of  overheating  occur,  the  operator 
should  immediately  turn  off  the  computer  and  attempt  to  determine  the 
cause,  ilivironnental  tests  were  conducted  during  service  tests  of  the 
equipment  and  overheating  should  not  occur  if  the  computer  is  functioning 
properly.  The  mest  common  cause  of  overrating  is  dirty  air  filters. 

These  filters  must  be  cleaned  daily,  or  more  often,  in  an  extremely  dusty 
environment. 

FOR  THE  CCmiUERt 


Asst  AG 
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AVHGC-DST  (30  April  1969)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Headquarters,  199th  Infantry  Brigade  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65,  UIC  EFBDAB  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  kMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  963751  5  JUL  1968 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Array,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT 
APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1969  from  Headquarters,  199th  Infantry 
Brigade . 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Purchase  of  locally  prepared  food  and 
drinks  from  peddlers,  vendors  and  camp  followers  has  caused  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  rate  of  hepatitus  among  US  personnel,"  section  II,  page  37, 
paragraph  a(2);  concur.  It  is  the  policy  of  this  command  that  all  indigenous 
food  products,  including  ice,  destined  for  consumption  by  US  forces  be  procured 
only  from  approved  sources.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  commanders  at  all 
levels  to  publicize  the  dangers  of  indiscriminate  purchase  and  consumption  of 
local  food  products  from  non  approved  sources  (USARV  Reg  40-657) .  A  USARV 
comnnnd  letter  on  this  subject  is  being  prepared  which  will  ba  given  "A" 
distribution. 

b.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Defoliation  Spray  Missions  Utilizing 
UHl  Helicopters,"  section  II,  page  37,  paragraph  2b(l) ;  concur.  This  inform¬ 
ation  will  be  published  in  i-he  weekly  USARV  Aviation  Safety  Summary.  Care 
must  be  exercised  in  securely  fastening  the  device  to  the  helicopter,  and  in 
maintaining  visual  clearance  while  flying  a  helicopter  with  this  device. 

c.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Electrical  Circuits  (Claymore),"  sect¬ 
ion  II,  page  38,  paragraph  b(3);  concur  with  recommendations  1  and  3.  Non¬ 
concur  with  recommendation  2.  Any  break  in  the  insulation  of  the  firing  wire 
could  cause  the  Claymore  to  malfunction  upon  attempted  detonation.  The 
malfunction  could  be  caused  by  water,  an  excellent  conductor,  creating  a 
short-to-grovnd.  Further,  lightning,  or  any  other  introduction  of  elect- 
trical  energy  to  the  water,  could  cause  the  untimely  detonation  of  the  Claymore. 
In  general,  the  reliability  of  the  mine  is  reduced  by  placing  the  firing  wire 
underwater. 

d.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Herbicide  Operations,"  section  II, 
page  41,  paragraph  2b(9);  concur.  Herbicide  "Orange"  has  proved  to  bo  more 
effective  than  "White"  on  Nipa  Palm.  The  MACV  Chemical  section  should  be 
contacted  for  assistance  whenever  large  areas  require  defoliation. 
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AVHGC-DST  (30  April  1969) 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  for  Headquarters,  199th  Infantry  Brigade  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  OIC  EFBDAB  (U) 

e.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Brigade  Personnel  should  not  talk  to 
unaccompanied  press,"  section  II,  page  43,  paragraph  2b(l4);  concur.  One  of 
the  fundamentals  of  public  information  is  that  media  representatives  are 
escorted  while  in  a  unitb  area. 

f.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Static  Electricity,"  section  II, 
page  45,  paragraph  2g(l);  nonconcur.  The  production  of  static  electricity 
is  inherent  to  helicopter  operation.  The  build-up  of  static  electricity  is 
particularly  severe  when  operating  in  a  dry,  dusty  environment.  The  static 
electricity  produced  by  helicopters  is  particularly  hazardous  when  sling  load¬ 
ing  explosive  loads  (fuel  and  electricity  sensitive  ammunitions).  M  55-450-11, 
Helicopter  External  Loads  Rigged  with  Air  Delivery  Equipment,  dated  June  1968, 
and  the  Handbook  on  CH-47  (Chinook)  prescribes  procedures  for  neutralizing 
static  electricity  during  sling  load  hook-up  operations.  Two  types  of  installed 
static  electricity  dischargers  for  CH-47  aircraft  are  currently  undergoing  CONUS 
tests  to  satisfy  USARV  ENSURE  request  #265 ,  initiated  in  October  1968. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


em~ 

c.  0.  WILSON 
1LT,  ACC 

Assistant  .Adjutant  Genera! 

Cy  fum; 

199th  Inf  Bde 
II  FFV 
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GPOP-DT  (30  Apr  69)  3d  Ind  (0) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  199th  Infantry  Brigade 

for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  22  AUG  69 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forward¬ 
ing  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPT,  AGC 
Aut  AO 
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B«dlo  Belay  Systems  Diagram  as  of  30  April  1969 


NOTESi 

(1)  12  Channel  VHP  System 

(2)  4  Channel  VHP  System 
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